Chapter 1

New World Beginnings, ????–1769
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: The first discoverers of America, the ancestors of the American Indians, were small bands of hunters who crossed a temporary land bridge from Siberia and spread across both North and South America. They evolved a great variety of cultures, which ranged from the sophisticated urban civilizations in Mexico and Central and South America to the largely seminomadic societies of North America.

Theme: Europe's growing demand for Eastern luxuries prompted exploration in the hopes of reducing the expense of those goods with new trade routes. Exploration occurred incrementally, beginning with the Portuguese moving around the coast of Africa and establishing trading posts. Awareness of the New World and its wealth pushed exploration across the Atlantic. Spanish exploration continued in the same fashion, first in the Caribbean islands then expanding into South and North America.

Theme: Portuguese and Spanish explorers encountered and then conquered much of the Americas and their Indian inhabitants. This “collision of worlds” deeply affected all the Atlantic societies—Europe, the Americas, and Africa—as the effects of disease, conquest, slavery, and intermarriage began to create a truly “new world” in Latin America, including the borderlands of Florida, New Mexico, and California, all of which later became part of the United States.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

Millions of years ago, the two American continents became geologically separated from the Eastern Hemisphere land masses where humanity originated. The first people to enter these continents came across a temporary land bridge from Siberia about 35,000 years ago. Spreading across the two continents, they developed a great variety of societies based largely on corn agriculture and hunting. In North America, some ancient Indian peoples like the Pueblos, the Anasazi, and the Mississippian culture developed elaborate settlements. But on the whole, North American Indian societies were less numerous and urbanized than those in Central and South America, though equally diverse in culture and social organization.

The impetus for European exploration came from the desire for new trade routes to the East, the spirit and technological discoveries of the Renaissance, and the power of the new European national monarchies. The European encounters with America and Africa, beginning with the Portuguese and Spanish explorers, convulsed the entire world. Biological change, disease, population loss, conquest, African slavery, cultural change, and economic expansion were just some of the consequences of the commingling of the Old World and the New World.

After they conquered and then intermarried with Indians of the great civilizations of South America and Mexico, the Spanish conquistadores expanded northward into the northern border territories of Florida, New Mexico, and California. There they established small but permanent settlements in competition with the French and English explorers who also were venturing into North America.

Identification: Analyze and Define the following terms; include historical context and significance, chronology, drawing conclusions, and cause/effect where appropriate.  
1. Great Ice Age

2. Glaciers

3. Lake Bonneville

4. Land Bridge

5. Eurasia

6. Canadian Shield

7. Nouus Orbis

8. Nation States

9. Sub Saharan Africa

10. Zipangri

11. Maize

12. Cahokia

13. Incas

14. Aztecs

15. Hiawatha

16. Three Sister Farming

17. Pueblo

18. Mound Builders

19. Mississipian

20. Anasazi

21. Iroquois COnfederacy
22. Matrinlinear

23. Vinland

24. Crusaders

25. Luxuries from the East

26. Marco Polo

27. Caravel
28. Spice Islands
29. West Africa

30. Navigators

31. Middlemen

32. Antiquity

33. Plantation

34. Slave Brokers

35. Bartholomeu Dias

36. Vasco da Gama

37. Spain United

38. Renaissance

39. Printing Presses

40. Compass

41. Ferdinand of Aragon

42. Isabella of Castille

43. Christopher Columbus

44. Old and New Worlds

45. Old World

46. Hispaniola

47. Sugar Revolution

48. Columbian Exchange

49. Globalization

50. Treaty of Tordesillas

51. Conquistadors

52. Vasco Nunez Balboa

53. Ferdinand Magellan

54. Juan Ponce de Leon

55. Francisco Cornado

56. Hernando de Soto

57. Francisco Pizarro

58. Potosi

59. Encomienda

60. Bartolome de La Casas

61. Hernan Cortes

62. Reconquista
63. Capitalism
64. Moctezuma

65. Quetzalcoatl

66. Tenochitlan

67. Noche Teiste

68. Malinche

69. Mestizos

70. Giovanni Caboto

71. Giovanni da Verrazano

72. Jacques Cartier

73. St. Augustine

74. Battle of Acoma

75. Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo

76. Don Juan de Onate

77. Pope’s Rebellion

78. Robert de La sale

79. Father Junipero

80. Black Legend

Chapter 1 Study Guide

Thought Questions: While you are reading the chapter for the first time, write down a couple questions or observations that come to mind for class discussion.  These thoughts could be about ideas you do not understand or ideas you find curious or interesting.

1. & 2. 

The Shaping of North America

3.
Speculate how at least one geographic feature affected the development of the United States.

Peopling the Americas
4.
"Before the arrival of Europeans, the settlement of the Americas was insignificant."  Assess this statement.

The Earliest Americans
5.
Describe some of the common features North American Indian culture.

Indirect Discoverers of the New World
6. What caused Europeans to begin exploring?

Europeans Enter Africa

7.
What were the results of the Portuguese explorations of Africa?

Columbus Comes upon a New World
8.
What developments set the stage for “a cataclysmic shift in the course of history?”

When Worlds Collide
9.
Explain the positive and negative effects of the Atlantic Exchange.

The Spanish Conquistadors
10.
Were the conquistadors great men?  Explain.

Makers of America: The Spanish Conquistadors

11.
Were the conquistadors' motives successfully fulfilled?  Explain.

The Conquest of Mexico
12. Why was Cortes able to defeat the powerful Aztecs?

The Spread of Spanish America
13.
What is the “Black Legend,” and to what extent does our text agree with it?

Analysis Questions

1. How did Indian societies of South and North America differ from each other in the 1400s?  How did they differ from Europeans?  How were the world views of each group different?

“I have in truth seen you and have now set eyes upon your force.  You have come between mists and clouds, and now it has come to pass.  Now you have arrived, with much fatigue and toil.  Com to our land, come and repose.”  Moctezuma II (1466–1520) (Message to Cortés as he approached Tenochtitlán, 1519) 
2. What exchanges were involved in the encounters of Europeans, American Indians, and Africans during this period?  How were each group changed?  Consider population, intermarriage, agriculture, new societal structures…

3. What role did disease and forced labor (slavery also) play in the early settlement of America?  Were any of the colonizing groups any harsher than the others?  What do you think of the idea of the “black legend”?

“The inhabitants of this and of all the other islands I have found or gained intelligence of, both men and women, go as naked as they were horn, with the exception that some of the women cover one part only with a single leaf of grass or with a piece of cotton, made fur that purpose. They have neither iron. nor steel, nor aims, nor are they competent to use them, not that they are not well-formed and of handsome stature, but because they are timid to a surprising degree. . . It is true that when they are reassured and have thrown off this fear, they are guileless. . . . They never refuse anything that they possess when it is asked of them; on the contrary, they offer it themselves. . . and whether it be something of value or of little worth that is offered to them, they are satisfied. . . yet there was one large town in Española of which especially I took possession, situated in a locality well adapted for the working of the gold mines, and for all kinds of commerce, either with the mainland on this side, or with that beyond which is the land of the great Kahn, with which there will be vast commerce and great profit…But our Redeemer hath granted this victory to our illustrious King and Queen and their kingdoms, which have acquired great fame by an event of such high importance, in which all Christendom ought to rejoice, and which it ought to celebrate with great festivals and the offering of solemn thanks to the Holy Trinity with many solemn prayers, both for the great exaltation which may accrue to them in turning so many nations to our holy faith, and also for the temporal benefits which will bring great refreshment and gain, not only to Spain, but to all Christians. This, thus briefly, in accordance with the events.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Christopher Columbus (1451–1506) (Columbus: Letter to Louis De Santangel, 1493)

4. Is this period the story of invasion, discovery, or contact?  How should Columbus be viewed by historians?  What about the actions of all those conquistadors?

“Touching Montezuma’s palace and all that was remarkable in his magnificence and power, there is so much to describe that I do not know how to begin…There could be nothing more magnificent than that this barbarian lord should have all the things of heaven to be found under his domain, fashioned in gold and silver and jewels and feathers.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Hernán Cortés (1485–1547) (Cortes, Second Letter to King Charles V, 1521)

5. What was the Spanish relationship  with natives, land, foods, economy.  How does our knowledge about border areas like FL, NM, & CA during this period shape our view of our country’s history?

6.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h What role did disease and forced labor (including slavery) play in early settlement? Is the view of the Spanish and Portuguese as especially harsh conquerors and exploiters valid—or is this image just another version of the English “black legend” concerning the Spanish role in the Americas?

7.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h In what ways are the early (pre-1600) histories of Mexican and the present-day American Southwest understood differently now that the United States is being so substantially affected by Mexican and Latin American immigration and culture? To what extent should this now be regarded as part of our American history?

8.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Why was the Old World able to dominate the New World? What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Old World? What were the strengths and weaknesses of the New World?

HISTORIC NOTES
· Worldwide exploration begins in the fifteenth century.

· European contact with the Americas has an ecological impact.

· The Spanish conquer indigenous people, creating an enormous empire.

· North and South American cultures, such as the Aztec and Inca, developed prior to contact with Europe.  Unique traditional economic systems shaped these cultures before the arrival of European.

· The Columbian exchange that led to the growth of international commerce had a profound impact on all groups.  For example, American foodstuffs, crops, and diseases entered Europe; likewise, foods, crops, minerals, and diseases entered the Americas.  

