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Chapter 5

Colonial Society on the Eve of Revolution, 1700–1775

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: Compared with its seventeenth-century counterpart, eighteenth-century colonial society became more complex and hierarchical, more ethnically and religiously diverse, and more economically and politically developed.

Theme: Colonial culture, while still limited, took on distinct American qualities in such areas as evangelical religion, education, press freedom, and self-government.

Theme: England's Atlantic sea-board colonies, with their population growth and substantial agricultural exports, grew and developed in importance to the English empire. So, the relationship between England and these colonies was shifting economically, politically, and culturally. Colonists sold their agricultural abundance not only to England, but also to France and the West Indies. Royal authority was checked by colonial legislatures that sometimes refused to pay governors' salaries and the famous Zenger case. Schools and colleges emerged and the cultural reliance on England began to fade.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

By 1775 the thirteen American colonies east of the Appalachians were inhabited by a burgeoning population of two million whites and half a million blacks. The white population was increasingly a melting pot of diverse ethnic groups including Germans and the Scots-Irish.

Compared with Europe, America was a land of equality and opportunity (for whites), but relative to the seventeenth-century colonies, there was a rising economic hierarchy and increasing social complexity. Ninety percent of Americans remained agriculturalists. But a growing class of wealthy planters and merchants appeared at the top of the social pyramid, in contrast with slaves and “jayle birds” from England, who formed a visible lower class.

By the early eighteenth century, the established New England Congregational church was losing religious fervor. The Great Awakening, sparked by fiery preachers like Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield, spread a new style of emotional worship that revived religious zeal. Colonial education and culture were generally undistinguished, although science and journalism displayed some vigor. Politics was everywhere an important activity, as representative colonial assemblies battled on equal terms with politically appointed governors from England.
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Chapter 5 Study Guide
Conquest by the Cradle
1.
What was the significance of the tremendous growth of population in Britain's North American colonies?

A Mingling of Races
2.
What was the significance of large numbers of immigrants from places other than England? Who were these immigrants and what did they contribute to society? 
3.
How had the history of the Scots-Irish affected their characteristics?

The Structure of Colonial Society

4.
Assess the degree of social mobility in the colonies. Compare the various regions.
Clerics, Physicians, and Jurists
5.
Why has the relative prestige of the professions changed from colonial times to today?

Workaday America
6.
Describe some of the more important occupations in the colonies.

Horsepower and Sailpower
7.
What was it like to travel in early America?

Dominant Denominations
8.
What was the relationship of the colonial denominations to those in England?
The Great Awakening
9.
What “burdens” and heresies did Churches find themselves in in the early 18th century?

11.
How did the Great Awakening unfold?
12.
How was the religion encompassed in the Great Awakening different from traditional religion?  What was important about the difference?
Schools and Colleges
13.
What kind of education could a young person expect in colonial times?

A Provincial Culture
14.
Did Americans distinguish themselves in the arts and sciences during the colonial period?  Explain.
Pioneer Presses
12.
Why was the jury verdict in the Zenger case important?

The Great Game of Politics
13.
How democratic was colonial America?
14.
How did the colonials assert their independence in this period?
Colonial Folkways
15.
What were the advantages and disadvantages of living in America during the colonial period?

Colonial America: Communities of Conflict or Consensus?

16.
Were the colonies marked more by internal consensus or internal conflict?  Explain.
Analysis Questions

1. How democratic was colonial American society? Why was it apparently becoming less equal? 
2. How diverse were the racial, ethnic, and religious groups in the colonies? 

“On Being Brought from Africa to America”

“‘Twas mercy brought me from my pagan land

Taught my benighted soul to understand

That there’s a God, that there’s a savior, too;

Once I redemption neither sought nor knew.

Some view our sable race with scornful eye,

‘Their color is a diabolic lie.’

Remember, Christians, Negroes black as Cain

May be refined and join the angelic train.”

(1766)  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Phillis Wheatley (c. 1753–1784)

3. How were the various occupations and activities of colonial America related to the nature of the economy? Why were occupations like lawyer, printer, and artisan taking on greater importance?

“It was wise counsel given to a young man, ‘Pitch upon that course of life which is most excellent, and custom will make it the most delightful.’ But many pitch on no course of life at all, nor form any scheme of living, by which to attain any valuable end; but wander perpetually from one thing to another.” (From Poor Richard, 1749)  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Benjamin Franklin (1706–1790)
4. What were the causes and effects of the Great Awakening? How did such an intense religious revival affect those who experienced “conversion” as well as those who did not? How did the Awakening help to create a sense of shared American identity?

“All will allow that true virtue or holiness has its seat chiefly in the heart, rather than in the head: it therefore follows.…that it consists chiefly in holy affections.…Now if such things are enthusiasm, and the fruits of a distempered brain, let my brain be evermore possessed of that happy distemper! If this be distraction, I pray God that the world of mankind may be all seized with this benign, meek, beneficent, beatifical, glorious distraction!” (1742)   seq NL1 \r 0 \h Jonathan Edwards (1703–1758)
5. In what ways was colonial life attractive, and in what ways would it seem tedious and dull to the average twenty-first-century American? How were the educational, cultural, and leisured sides of colonial life affected by the basic nature of the economy?

“A good painter of either portrait or history must be well acquainted with the Grecian or Roman statues, to be able to draw them at pleasure by memory. . . . these are more than I shall ever have time or opportunity to know.” (1772)  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Charles W. Peale (1741–1827)
6.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h To what degree was a unique "American" nationality developing in the eighteenth-century colonies? Were regional differences in the colonies growing more pronounced or retreating in the eighteenth century?

7.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h What shaped how ordinary colonists thought? What were important sources of influence on an ordinary colonist? Did England control these sources or did the colonists? What implications did this have for the future England and the colonies?

8.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Why were the Scots-Irish likely to be especially fervent patriots in the American Revolution? What issues might separate them from other American revolutionists, like the New Englanders or the Virginia planters?

9. Compare the social structure and social life of the eighteenth century with that of the seventeenth century. What factors caused the transition toward greater social diversity and complexity and whether the development was an inevitable result of population growth and expansion.

10. How did the various churches, established and nonestablished, fundamentally shape 18th Century colonial life?

11. Compare and contrast the social structure and culture of the 18th Century with that of the 17th Century (see Chapter 4).  In what ways was 18th Century society more complex, and in what ways did it continue earlier ideas and practices?

12.   Between 1607 and 1763, Americans gained control of their political and economic institutions. To what extent and in what ways do you agree or disagree with this statement? (71)

13.    Although the thirteen American colonies were founded at different times by people with different motives and with different forms of colonial charters and political organization, the Revolution of the thirteen colonies had become remarkably similar.   Assess the validity of this statement.  (78)

14.   During the seventeenth and increasingly in the eighteenth century, British colonists in America charged Great Britain with violating the ideals of rule of law, self  government, and, ultimately, equality of rights.  Yet the colonists themselves violated these ideals in their treatment of blacks, Native Americans, and even poorer classes of white settlers.  Assess the validity of this view. (79)

15.    To what extent and why did religious toleration increase in the American colonies during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries?  Answer with reference to THREE individuals, events, or movements in American religion during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. (81)

16. Analyze the cultural and economic responses of TWO of the following groups to the Indians of North America before 1750.

British

French


Spanish    (00)

17. Compare the ways in which religion shaped the development of colonial society (to 1740) in TWO of the following regions: 

New England           Chesapeake              Middle Atlantic                           (02)

HISTORIC NOTES

· Eighteenth-century America is a melting pot of races, cultures, religions, and ethnicities.

· One half of the people by the late 18th century are English or of English descent.

· In the 18th century, the triangle trade is essential to trade and commerce in the colonies.

· Challenges to the institutions and ideologies that dominated Europe and early colonial America emerge.  The First Great awakening leads to the development of American centers of higher learning.  That and political and judicial developments and the advent of the American press play a pivotal role in establishing a uniquely American character.

· The American colonies were a magnet for social, political, ethnic, and religious groups.  For example, the Scots-Irish were instrumental in developing more democratic society than they had experienced under the political disenfranchisement and economic exploitation of the British.

· Despite claims that the American colonies were more democratic and less socially stratified than Europe, a social class structure had indeed taken hold in America.  Slavery had a significant impact on the level of colonial democracy, as did the increasing numbers of indentured servants and lower class immigrants to America.
Advanced Placement United States History Topic Outline

2. Transatlantic Encounters and Colonial Beginnings, 1492-1690

. First European contacts with Native Americans 

A. Spain's empire in North America 

B. French colonization of Canada 

C. English settlement of New England, the Mid-Atlantic region, and the South 

D. From servitude to slavery in the Chesapeake region 

E. Religious diversity in the American colonies 

F. Resistance to colonial authority: Bacon's Rebellion, the Glorious Revolution, and the Pueblo Revolt 

3. Colonial North America, 1690-1754

. Population growth and immigration 

A. Transatlantic trade and the growth of seaports 

B. The eighteenth-century back country 

C. Growth of plantation economies and slave societies 

D. The Enlightenment and the Great Awakening 

E. Colonial governments and imperial policy in British North America
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