Chapter 7
The Road to Revolution, 1763–1775
CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Tension between the colonies and Britain centered around the issues of mercantilism and its implementation. The British Empire attempted to more strictly enforce laws aimed at maintaining a system of mercantilism while colonists objected to this change from the earlier "salutary neglect."

Theme: The American Revolution occurred because the American colonists, who had long been developing a strong sense of autonomy and self-government, furiously resisted British attempts to impose tighter imperial controls and higher taxes after the end of the French and Indian War in 1763. The sustained conflict over political authority and taxation, enhanced by American agitators and British bungling, gradually moved Americans from asserting rights within the British Empire to openly warring with the mother country.

Theme: At the outset of the Revolutionary War, Britain appeared to be a mighty empire, but it was weaker than it seemed at first glance. Poor leadership in London along with second-rate generals in the colonies reduced the impact of the larger British population and its naval supremacy. Americans, on the other hand, had many advantages such as George Washington's leadership and fighting a defensive war. However, the colonists also faced disorganization, jealousy, and economic difficulties.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

The American War of Independence was a military conflict fought from 1775 to 1783, but the American Revolution was a deeper transformation of thought and loyalty that began when the first settlers arrived in America and finally led to the colonies’ political separation from Britain.

One source of long-term conflict was the tension between the considerable freedom and self-government the colonists enjoyed in the American wilderness and their participation in the British Empire’s mercantile system. While British mercantilism actually provided economic benefits to the colonies along with certain liabilities, its limits on freedom and patronizing goal of keeping America in a state of perpetual economic adolescence stirred growing resentment.

The short-term movement toward the War of Independence began with British attempts to impose higher taxes and tighter imperial controls after the French and Indian War. To the British these were reasonable measures, under which the colonists would simply bear a fair share of the costs of the empire. To the colonists, however, the measures constituted attacks on fundamental rights.

Through well-orchestrated agitation and boycotts, the colonists forced repeal of the Stamp Act of 1765 as well as the Townshend Acts that replaced it, except for the symbolic tax on tea. A temporary lull in conflict between 1770 and 1773 ended with the Boston Tea Party, conducted by a network of Boston agitators reacting to the Massachusetts governor’s attempt to enforce the law.

In response to the Tea Party, the British imposed the harsh Intolerable Acts, coincidentally passing the Quebec Act at the same time. These twin actions aroused ferocious American resistance throughout the colonies, and led directly to the calling of the First Continental Congress and the clash of arms at Lexington and Concord.

As the two sides prepared for war, the British enjoyed the advantages of a larger population, a professionally trained militia, and much greater economic strength. The greatest American asset was the deep commitment of those Patriots who were ready to sacrifice for their rights.

1. Republicanism

2. Radical Whigs

3. Corruption

4. Mercantilism

5. Exports

6. imports

7. Navigation Law of 1750
8. Currency shortages

9. Tariff

10. Enumerated products

11. Salutary Neglect
12. John Hancock
13. Bounties
14. George Grenville

15. Sugar Act

16. Quartering Act

17. Stamp Act

18. Admiralty Courts
19. No Taxation Without Representation
20. Virtual Representation

21. Stamp Act Congress

22. Nonimportation Agreements
23. Homespun
24. Sons of Liberty & Daughters of Liberty

25. Declaratory Act

26. Charles Townshend

27. Townshend Acts

28. Indirect Tax
29. Boston Massacre

30. Crispus Attucks

31. George III
32. Lord North
33. corpulent
34. Samuel Adams

35. John Adams
36. Committees of Correspondence
37. British East Indian Company

38. Boston Tea Party
39. Boston Port Act
40. Massachusetts Government Act
41. Administration of Justice Act
42. Quartering Act of 1774
43. Thomas Hutchinson

44. Intolerable Acts

45. Quebec Act

46. Continental Congress
47. The Association

48. Declaration of Rights
49. Tar and Feathers
50. Minute Men
51. Lexington and Concord
52. Hessians
53. Tories
54. George Washington
55. Ben Franklin
56. Marquis de Lafayette
57. Continentals
58. Valley Forge
59. Baron von Steuben
60. Dunmore’s Proclamation

Chapter 7 Study Guide

The Deep Roots of Revolution
Why does the author say that the American Revolution began when the first settlers stepped ashore?

How had the circumstances of Colonial life made them welcoming to “republican” ideas?

Mercantilism and Colonial Grievances
Explain the economic theory of mercantilism and the role of colonies.

How did Parliament enact the theory of mercantilism into policy?

What were the causes and effects of the currency shortage?

The Merits and Menace of Mercantilism
In what ways did the mercantilist theory benefit the colonies?

What economic factors were involved in leading colonists to be displeased with the British government?


The Stamp Tax Uproar
Why did Britain decide to redefine its relationship with the colonies?

Why were the colonists so upset over relatively mild taxes and policies?

Forced Repeal of the Stamp Act
In what ways did colonists resist the Stamp Act?

The Townshend Tea Tax and the Boston "Massacre"
How did the Townshend Acts lead to more difficulties?

What was the British response to trouble in Boston; what was the end result of this?

The Seditious Committees of Correspondence
How did Committees of Correspondence work?

Tea Brewing in Boston
What was the cause of the Boston Tea Party, and what was its significance?

Other than in Boston, what were reactions to the granting of the tea monopoly to the East India Company?

Parliament Passes the "Intolerable Acts"
What was so intolerable about the Coercive (Intolerable) Acts?

What was the American reaction to the Tea Act?

Bloodshed
What was the goal of the First Continental Congress?

How did the Battle of Lexington and Concord develop?

Imperial Strength and Weakness
What were British strengths and weaknesses at the outset of the war?

American Pluses and Minuses 
What were the American strengths and weaknesses at the outset of the war?

A Thin Line of Heroes 
What role was played by African-Americans in the Revolution?

Analysis Questions

1.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Evaluate the system of mercantilism while considering the following three ideas. What were the benefits for Britain and for the colonies? What were the costs to Britain and to the colonies? Is the system of mercantilism sustainable or will colonies inevitably revolt?

2.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Was the American Revolution inevitable or could America have gradually and peacefully developed independence? 

3.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Were all the American grievances really justified, or were the British actually being more reasonable than most Americans have traditionally believed?

4.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h What was the Revolutionary movement at its core really all about? 
5. Was the Revolution truly a radical overturning of government and society—the usual definition of a “revolution”—or something far more limited or even “conservative” in its defense of traditional rights?

“Driven from every other corner of the earth, freedom of thought and the right of private judgment in matters of conscience direct their course to this happy country as their last asylum.” (1776)  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Samuel Adams (1722–1803)
6.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h In 1775 which side would a neutral observer have expected to win—Britain or the colonies? 

“The moment I heard of America I loved her. The moment I knew she was fighting for freedom, I burned with a desire of bleeding for her; and the moment I shall be able to serve her, at any time or in any part of the world, will be the happiest one of my life.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette (1757–1834)  seq NL1 \r 0 \h 
7. How did patriotic groups like the Sons and Daughters of Liberty use boycotts, agitation, propaganda, and sometimes violence or near-violence to keep the Revolutionary movement alive, even in periods of seemingly improved relations? 

8. Was the Revolution a true revolution in the political and social order or was it instead a conservative movement, in the sense of defending a status quo Americans had long ago accepted as their natural birthright?  
9. To what extent did economic issues provoke the American Revolution?  
10. During the seventeenth and increasingly in the eighteenth century, British colonists in America charged Great Britain with violating the ideals of rule of law, self  government, and, ultimately, equality of rights.  Yet the colonists themselves violated these ideals in their treatment of blacks, Native Americans, and even poorer classes of white settlers.  Assess the validity of this view. 
11. The American Revolution should really be called the “British Revolution” because marked changes in British colonial policy were responsible for final political division than were American actions.  Assess the validity of this statement for the period 1763 – 1776.  

12. Despite the view of some historians that the conflict between Great Britain and its thirteen North American colonies was economic in origin, in fact the American Revolution had its roots in politics and other areas of American life.  Assess the validity of this statement.   
13.  In the two decades before the outbreak of the American Revolutionary War, a profound shift occurred in the way many Americans thought and felt about the British government and their colonial governments.  Assess the validity of this statement in view of the political and constitutional debate of these decades.  
HISTORIC NOTES

· As with all conflicts, the roots of Anglo-American discord have short and long-term causes.

· The role of the state in regulating the economy has always been important in American politics, even before the American Revolution.

· Mercantilism is at the center of American discontent with British economic policies in the 1763 period, despite Britain’s inability to successfully enforce mercantilist laws.  A series of British acts, including the Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts, bring the British and Americans closer to conflict.

· Tensions grow significantly following the Boston Massacre.  Some colonies coordinate their opposition to what they perceive as unnecessarily harsh British actions.

· Radical Bostonians challenge Britain’s mercantilist policies by destroying tea belonging to the British East Indian Company.  Britain responds harshly with the intolerable Acts.  Within a year, military conflict between British troops and colonial Minute Men at Lexington and Concord precipitate the American War for Independence.

· British mercantilism hampered the growth of American commerce – American capital interests were subordinate to those of the British.  The Iron, Hat, and Wool Acts all served this purpose, as did a series of Navigation laws, which were initiated as early as the mid-seventeenth century.

· The ongoing military conflict with France, culminating in the Seven Years’ War, strained the British Exchequer (treasury).  The British government thought it reasonable that the colonists assist the mother country in alleviating its debt and paying for the cost of protecting the colonists.












