Chapter 8

America Secedes From the Empire, 1775–1783
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: When hostilities began in 1775, the colonists were still fighting for their rights as British citizens within the empire, but in 1776 they declared their independence, based on a proclamation of universal, “self-evident” truths. Inspired by revolutionary idealism, they also fought for an end to monarchy and the establishment of a free republic.

Theme: A combination of Washington’s generalship and British bungling in 1776–1777 prevented a quick British victory and brought French assistance, which enabled the Patriots to achieve victory after several more years of struggle.

Theme: American independence was recognized by the British only after the conflict had broadened to include much of Europe. American diplomats were able to secure generous peace terms because of the international political scene: Britain's recently reorganized government that favored peace and France's inability to make good on its promises to Spain.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

Even after Lexington and Concord, the Second Continental Congress did not at first pursue independence. The Congress’s most important action was selecting George Washington as military commander.

After further armed clashes, George III formally proclaimed the colonists in rebellion, and Thomas Paine’s Common Sense finally persuaded Americans to fight for independence as well as liberty. Paine and other leaders promoted the Revolution as an opportunity for self-government by the people, though more conservative republicans wanted to retain political hierarchy without monarchy. Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence deepened the meaning of the struggle by proclaiming its foundation in self-evident and universal human rights.

The committed Patriots, only a minority of the American population, had to fight both Loyalist Americans and the British. Loyalists were strongest among conservatives, city-dwellers, and Anglicans (except in Virginia), while Patriots were strongest in New England and among Presbyterians and Congregationalists.

In the first phase of the war, Washington stalemated the British, who botched their plan to quash the rebellion quickly at Saratoga. When the French and others then aided the Americans, the Revolutionary War became a world war.

American fortunes fell badly in 1780–1781, but the colonial army in the South held on until Cornwallis stumbled into a French-American trap at Yorktown. Lord North’s ministry collapsed in Britain, and American negotiators achieved an extremely generous settlement from the Whigs.

1. Second Continental Congress
2. George Washington
3. Ethan Allen
4. Benedict Arnold
5. Fort Ticonderoga
6. Bunker Hill
7. Olive Branch Petition

8. Hessians
9. Moore’s Creek Bridge
10. Charleston Harbor
11. Thomas Paine

12. Common Sense

13. Republic

14. virtue

15. Natural Aristocracy
16. Richard Henry Lee
17. Thomas Jefferson
18. Declaration of Independence

19. Natural Rights
20. Patrick Henry
21. William Howe
22. Trenton
23. Princeton
24. Loyalists & Patriots

25. Battle of Long Island

26. Trenton

27. Princeton

28. General Burgoyne

29. Benedict Arnold
30. Brandywine Creek
31. Germantown
32. Saratoga
33. Horatio Gates
34. Iroquois Confederacy
35. Benjamin Franklin in France
36. Armed Neutrality
37. West Point
38. Rochambeau
39. Kings Mountain
40. Cowpens
41. Joseph Brant
42. Fort Stanwix
43. George Rogers Clarke
44. John Paul Jones
45. Privateers
46. Nathaniel Greene
47. Charles Cornwallis
48. Model Treaty

49. Benjamin Franklin in Paris

50. Yorktown

51. U.S. Peace Negotiating Team
52. John Adams
53. John Jay
54. Treaty of Paris

55. Whigs
Chapter 8 Study Guide

Congress Drafts George Washington
Why was George Washington chosen as general of the American army? What were his strengths and weaknesses?
Bunker Hill and Hessian Hirelings
George III "slammed the door on all hope of reconciliation."  How and why?

The Abortive Conquest of Canada
What was the plan and outcome of the invasion of Canada?

Did the fighting go well for Americans before July of 1776?  Explain.

Thomas Paine Preaches Common Sense
Why was Common Sense important?


Paine and the Idea of "Republicanism"
Why did Paine want a democratic republic?

What are the origins of the idea of a republican form of government?

What was it about the colonists’ experiences that prepared them for a republican government?

Jefferson's "Explanation" of Independence
In what way is the Declaration of Independence a persuasive document rather than a mere “declaration”?
Patriots and Loyalists

How was the Revolution a “minority movement?”

What kinds of people were Loyalists?

Makers of America: The Loyalists

What happened to Loyalists after the war?

The Loyalist Exodus
What happened to Loyalists during the war?

General Washington at Bay
Why did Howe not pursue Washington after Long Island?

What is the significance of Washington’s victories at Trenton and Princeton?

What were some of the flaws of General William Howe?  

Burgoyne's Blundering Invasion
How did Arnold’s efforts after the retreat from Quebec perhaps save the war?

Why did the Americans win the battle of Saratoga?  Why was it significant?

Revolution in Diplomacy?
Why did the French help America win independence?


The Colonial War Becomes a Wider War
Why was foreign aid so important to the American cause?

What were France’s motives in joining the war?

Blow and Counterblow
What was the British plan for the South?

Would an American Patriot, reading news of the war in 1780, have been happy about the way the war was going?  Explain.

The Land Frontier and the Sea Frontier
Was frontier fighting important in the outcome of the war?

What was the importance of the privateers to the war effort

Yorktown and the Final Curtain
If the war did not end at Yorktown, then why was it important?

Peace at Paris
What did America gain and what did it concede in the Treaty of Paris?

A New Nation Legitimized
Did Americans get favorable terms in the Treaty of Paris?  Explain. 

Why was Britain willing to give up so much?

Whose Revolution?

Which of the interpretations of the Revolution seems most true to you?  Least true?  Explain.

Analysis Questions

1.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h What was radical and new in the Declaration of Independence, and what was old and traditional? 

“Why then do we longer delay? Why still deliberate? Let this most happy day give birth to the American republic. Let her arise, not to devastate and conquer, but to re-establish the reign of peace and law.” (Speech to Second Continental Congress, 1776)  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Richard Henry Lee (1732–1794)
2.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Was military strategy or politics the key to American victory in the war? 

3.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h What difference does it make to understand the Revolution as a civil war between Americans as well as a war against the British?

4.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h How important were the diplomatic relations between European nations in determining the success of the American revolution? 

(Speech to Indians) “The Great Spirit has caused your old Father the French King and other nations to join the big Knife (Washington) and fight with them, so that the English have become like a deer in the woods.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h George Rogers Clark (1752–1818)

5.  seq NL_a \r 0 \h What has the Revolution meant to later generations of Americans, including our own? 
6. How did Common Sense and the Declaration of Independence change the meaning of the fighting?  

“One of the strongest natural proofs of the folly of hereditary right in kings is that nature disapproves it, otherwise she would not so frequently turn it into ridicule by giving mankind an Ass for a Lion.…But where, some say, is the King of America? I’ll tell you, friend, He reigns above, and doth not make havoc of mankind like the Royal Brute of Great Britain.” (Common Sense, 1776)  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Thomas Paine (1737–1809)

7. How did Washington and his generals essentially pursue a “defensive” strategy in the early phase of the war, while the British had to try for a quick victory?  

“America has been the country of my fond election, from the age of thirteen, when I first saw it. I had the honor to hoist, with my hands, the flag of freedom, the first time it was displayed on the River Delaware; and I have attended it, with veneration, ever since on the ocean.” (1779)  seq NL1 \r 0 \h John Paul Jones (1742–1792)

8. Consider the role of women in the American Revolution, including both their part in revolutionary events and the new understandings that began to develop regarding their public role as “daughters of liberty” and the questions that raised.

9. What was the role of African Americans and Indians in the Revolution, both in support of the Patriot cause and as “Loyalists” drawn to back the British?
10. The Declaration of Independence has been variously interpreted as a bid for French support, an attempt to swing uncommitted Americans to the revolutionary cause, a statement of universal principles, and an affirmation of the traditional rights of Englishmen.  To what extent, if any are these interpretations in conflict?   (75)
11.  “This history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpation, all having in direct object, the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these States.”  Evaluate this accusation made against George III in the Declaration of Independence.  (88)
12.  Evaluate the relative importance of the following as factors prompting Americans to rebel in 1776:

       Parliamentary taxation           British military measures

       Restriction of civil liberties   The legacy of colonial religious and political ideas (92)
HISTORIC NOTES

· Even as late as the calling of the Second Continental Congress in May 1775, divisions still exist among moderate, conservative, and radical colonial factions.  By summer, the Americans call on the king to address their concerns, but to no avail.

· George Washington is called on by the Second Continental Congress to head the American army.  In late 1775, the Americans go on the offensive by invading Canada.  the invasion fails, and Canada remains firmly in British hands for the rest of the war.

· The war divides Americans, many of whom remain loyal to the British crown.

· Americans are not alone in their conflict with Britain.  Many European countries have a variety of grievances against Britain and are willing to lend support to the Americans.

· Despite what seemed like overwhelming odds when the conflict began, the Americans, with extensive assistance from France, finally gain their independence in 1783.

· The causes of the American Revolution are still debated by historians.  Some see only one impulse behind the revolution: the desire for independence.  Others articulate a duel-revolution thesis: that is, many American colonists wanted independence for itself and as a prerequisite for a fundamental transformation – democratization – of American society.  Those who identify with the single-cause perspective repudiate the claim that the American colonies were comparatively more democratic than Britain itself; therefore, Americans sought self-determination only.

· Many Americans perceived the conflict with Britain as an effort to replace the limitations of a monarchical system with the benefits of a republic.  Few articulate this view more effectively than Thomas Paine in Common Sense.













