Chapter 11
The Triumphs and Travails of the Jeffersonian Republic, 1800–1812
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: Jefferson’s effective, pragmatic policies strengthened the principles of two-party republican government, even though the Jeffersonian “revolution” caused sharp partisan battles between Federalists and Republicans over particular issues.

Theme: Despite his intentions, Jefferson became deeply entangled in the foreign-policy conflicts of the Napoleonic era, leading to a highly unpopular and failed embargo that revived the moribund Federalist Party.

Theme: James Madison fell into an international trap, set by Napoleon, that Jefferson had avoided. Western War Hawks’ enthusiasm for a war with Britain was matched by New Englanders’ hostility.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

The ideological conflicts of the early Republic culminated in the bitter election of 1800 between Adams and Jefferson. Despite the fierce rhetoric of the campaign, the “Revolution of 1800” demonstrated that the infant Republic could peacefully transfer power from one party to another. The election of 1800 also signaled the decline of the conservative Federalist Party, which proved unable to adjust to the democratic future of American politics.

Jefferson the political theorist came to Washington determined to restore what he saw as the original American revolutionary ideals and to implement his Republican principles of limited and frugal government, strict construction, and an antimilitarist foreign policy. But Jefferson the practical politician had to compromise many of these goals, thereby moderating the Republican-Federalist ideological conflict.

The sharpest political conflicts occurred over the judiciary, where John Marshall worked effectively to enshrine the principles of judicial review and a strong federal government. Against his original intentions, Jefferson himself also enhanced federal power by waging war against the Barbary pirates and by his dramatic purchase of Louisiana from Napoleon. The Louisiana Purchase was Jefferson’s greatest success, increasing national unity and pointing to America’s long-term future in the West. But in the short term the vast geographical expansion fostered schemes like Aaron Burr’s to break the west away from the United States.

Nevertheless, Jefferson became increasingly entangled in the horrific European wars between Napoleonic France and Britain, as both great powers obstructed American trade and violated freedom of the seas. Jefferson attempted to avoid war through his embargo policy, which damaged the American economy and stirred bitter opposition in New England.

Jefferson’s successor, James Madison, soon stumbled into a diplomatic trap set by Napoleon, and western “War Hawks” hoping to acquire Canada whooped the United States into a war with Britain in 1812. The nation went to war totally unprepared, bitterly divided, and devoid of any coherent strategy.

1. Campaign 1800
2. Election of 1800

3. Lame Duck

4. Revolution of 1800

5. Jefferson in Office
6. Patronage

7. Naturalization Law of 1802
8. Albert Gallatin
9. Judiciary Act of 1801
10. Midnight Judges

11. John Marshall
12. Marbury V. Madison
13. Judicial Review

14. Samuel Chase
15. Barbary States
16. Millions for Defense But Not One Cent For Tribute

17. Tripolitan War

18. Napoleon Bonaparte

19. Toussaint L’Ouverture
20. Robert Livingston

21. James Monroe

22. Louisiana Law
23. Corps of Discovery

24. Meriwether Lewis

25. William Clark

26. Sacajawea

27. Zebulon Pike
28. Aaron Burr
29. Orders in Council
30. Impressment
31. The Chesapeake Affari

32. Embargo Act of 1807
33. Non-Intercourse Act
34. James Madison
35. Macon’s Bill #2
36. War Hawks

37. Tecumseh & Tenskwatawa
38. William Henry Harrison

39. Battle of Tippecanoe

40. “On to Canada, On to Canada”
Chapter 11 Study Guide

Federalist and Republican Mudslingers
What political difficulties faced Adams and the Federalists in the election of 1800?

What political problems did Jefferson have to overcome?

The Jeffersonian "Revolution of 1800"
Electorally speaking, how did Jefferson win the election of 1800?

Was the 1800 election more or less important than the 1796 election?  Explain.

If the Federalists had power for such a short time, were they really that important?  Explain.

Why was the transfer of power so important?

Responsibility Breeds Moderation
In what ways did Jefferson “live” his democratic ideals as president?
In what ways was Jefferson a Jekyll and Hyde personality?
Jeffersonian Restraint
"As president, Thomas Jefferson acted more like a Federalist than like a Democratic Republican."  Assess.

What parts of Hamilton’s programs did Jefferson repeal? What did he retain?

The "Dead Clutch" of the Judiciary
What was the main goal of John Marshall as Chief Justice? How can this be seen in the Marbury v. Madison decision?

How did the Jeffersonians try to fight back against Marshall’s Court?

Jefferson, a Reluctant Warrior
What was Jefferson’s attitude toward the military?

How did Jefferson deal with the extortion of the Barbary States?

The Louisiana Godsend
What problem was created when Louisiana was transferred from Spain to France?
What was Jefferson’s plan for dealing with the issue?

Why did Napoleon suddenly decide to sell Louisiana?

In what ways did Jefferson’s envoys go beyond their orders?

Why did Jefferson’s conscience bother him about the Louisiana Purchase?
Louisiana in the Long View
What positive consequences resulted from the Louisiana Purchase?

The Aaron Burr Conspiracies
What led to the duel between Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr?

What plot led to Burr’s trial for treason?

How did Aaron Burr demonstrate the weakness of the US government?

A Precarious Neutrality
In what way did the struggle between France and Britain affect the United States?
The Hated Embargo
What was the goal of the embargo?

Who opposed the embargo and why?

Why did the embargo fail?
How did Jefferson’s embargo unwittingly play into the hands of his old enemy, Hamilton (or at least into the hands of Hamilton’s ghost)?

Madison’s Gamble
How did Napoleon take advantage of American policy?

How did Madison deal with this and what was the outcome?

Tecumseh and the Prophet
What considerations motivated the war hawks to call for war with Great Britain?

What led to the conflict with Tecumseh?

"Mr. Madison's War"
Why did Madison ultimately pursue war with Great Britain?

How and why did New England Federalists oppose the War of 1812?
Analysis  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Questions 

1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
In what sense, if any, is the idea of a “Revolution of 1800” justified? (Note that Jefferson himself always considered that his election represented a genuine “revolution”—but what did he really mean or understand by that term in this context?)
“A government regulating itself by what is just and wise for the many, uninfluenced by the local and selfish interests of the few who direct their affairs, has not been seen, perhaps, on earth. . . . Still, I believe it does exist here in a greater degree than anywhere else, and for its growth and continuance I offer sincere prayers.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Thomas Jefferson (1743–1826) (Letter to John Adams, 1813)

2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How important was establishing the principle of judicial review? Does that principle make more sense than Jefferson's belief that the states retained the final authority on the meaning of the Constitution? How important was the failed attempt to impeach Samuel Chase in establishing an independent judiciary?  What role should Supreme Court justices play in politics?

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Why was Jefferson willing to fight for the freedom of the sea versus the pasha of Tripoli (who required tribute) but not against Britain (which was impressing American sailors)? Did Jefferson make a mistake in fighting for freedom in only one of these instances? When should America fight for its freedom, and when should it not?

“An honorable cause is attainable by an efficient war. . . . In such a cause, with the aid of Providence, we must come out crowned with success. But if we fail, let us fail like men, lash ourselves to our gallant tars, and expire together in one common struggle, fighting for Free Trade and Seamen’s Rights.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Henry Clay (1777–1852) (Congressional speech, 1811)

4 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How did Jefferson’s Louisiana Purchase transform America’s understanding of itself and its future? Was it inevitable that the west would become part of a much greater United States, or was there real danger in efforts like Aaron Burr’s to break those areas off from the country?

“We were now about to penetrate a country at least two thousand miles in width, on which the foot of civilized man has not trodden; the good or evil it had in store for us was an experiment yet to determine.…Entertaining, as I do, the most confident hope of succeeding in a voyage which has formed a project of mine for the last ten years, I could but esteem this moment of departure as among the most happy of my life.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Meriwether Lewis (1774–1809) (Journal, Fort Mandan, 1805)

5 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How does the period 1800–1812 look if viewed through American Indian eyes? Could the attempt of Tecumseh and the Prophet to unite western Indians against American expansion have created a different dynamic in white-Indian relations?

“The Great Spirit…gave this great island to his red children. He placed the whites on the other side of the big water. They were not content with their own, but came to take ours from us. They have driven us from the sea to the lakes. We can go no farther. They have taken upon themselves to say this tract belongs to the Miami, this to the Delawares, and so on. But the Great Spirit intended it to be the common property of all the tribes, nor can it be sold without the consent of all.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Tecumseh (1768–1813) (Speech, 1810)

6 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Was there any merit at all in Jefferson’s embargo policy? Could some other policy have succeeded? Was Madison’s ill-prepared stumble into war any better than the embargo, or was the United States simply stuck in an impossible position between Britain and France?

7 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Was America controlling its own destiny in the first decade and a half of the nineteenth century or was it reacting to the destinies of foreign nations and their leaders? Consider the Barbary pirates, the sale of Louisiana, Jefferson's embargo, and the War of 1812. How influential was Napoleon on American history? 

8. There is no American history separate from the history of Europe.  Test this generalization by examining the impact of European events on the domestic policies of the U.S. from 1789 to 1815. 
9. The achievements of Generals are in the long run more decisive than the achievements of diplomats.  Assess the validity of this generalization for the U.S. in the period 1800 – 1825.  
10.  Early United States foreign policy was primarily a defensive reaction to perceived or actual threats from Europe.  Assess the validity of this generalization with reference to United States foreign policy on TWO major issues during the period from 1789 – 1825.  
HISTORIC NOTES
· The election of Thomas Jefferson, a Democratic-Republican, represents the first peaceful transfer of power between differing political parties in the nation’s history.
· Jefferson’s foreign policy is noted for his military challenge against the Barbary pirates and for the LA Purchase, which doubles the size of the U.S.
· Because of violations of neutral U.S. shipping rights and other abuses, the U.S. declares war on Great Britain, precipitating the War of 1812.
· Many historians consider the election of Jefferson a revolution in political ideas, aspirations, and objectives.  Others disagree, pointing to his political moderation as president; the fact that he did not seek to destroy the bank, but merely let its charter expire; and the fact that he represented the interests of what northerners would refer to as the “slaveocracy” of the South.
· The Marshall Supreme Court handed down decisions that would not only establish the foundation for the judiciary’s responsibilities, such as the power to determine the constitutionality of laws, but also reaffirm the separation of powers among the three branches of government.
· The War of 1812 was unpopular in the New England states because of the cessation of commerce with a major trading partner, Great Britain.  The economy was damaged, and during the war the U.S. was invaded, but the end of the war found the nation’s worldwide image strengthened – after all, the U.S. had not been defeated by the powerful British military.
· Jefferson’s purchase of LA was criticized as a circumvention of the Senate’s power to ratify or reject treaties.  It also raises questions of political limitations placed on the president by the Constitution, a question that comes up again in American history.
Advanced Placement United States History Topic Outline

5. The Early Republic, 1789-1815

A. Washington, Hamilton, and shaping of the national government 

B. Emergence of political parties: Federalists and Republicans 

C. Republican Motherhood and education for women 

D. Beginnings of the Second Great Awakening 

E. Significance of Jefferson's presidency 

F. Expansion into the trans-Appalachian West; American Indian resistance 

G. Growth of slavery and free Black communities 

H. The War of 1812 and its consequences 

7. The Transformation of Politics in Antebellum America

A. Emergence of the second party system 

B. Federal authority and its opponents: judicial federalism, the Bank War, tariff controversy, and states' rights debates 

C. Jacksonian democracy and its successes and limitations 












