Chapter 14
Forging the National Economy, 1790–1860
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: The importance of the West grew in the early nineteenth century. Cheap land attracted immigrants and natives alike, and, after some technological innovations, the West became an agricultural giant. The increased output also spurred transportation developments to tie this developing region to the rest of the United States.

Theme: In the era of Jacksonian democracy, the American population grew rapidly and changed in character. More people lived in the raw West and in the expanding cities, and immigrant groups like the Irish and Germans added their labor power to America’s economy, sometimes arousing hostility from native-born Americans in the process.

Theme: In the early nineteenth century, the American economy developed the beginnings of industrialization. The greatest advances occurred in transportation, as canals and railroads bound the Union together into a continental economy with strong regional specialization.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

The youthful American republic expanded dramatically on the frontier in the early nineteenth century. Frontier life was often crude and hard on the pioneers, especially women.

Westward-moving pioneers often ruthlessly exploited the environment, exhausting the soil and exterminating wildlife. Yet the wild beauty of the West was also valued as a symbol of American national identity, and eventually environmentalists would create a national park system to preserve pieces of the wilderness.

Other changes altered the character of American society and its workforce. Old cities expanded, and new cities sprang up in the wilderness. Irish and German immigrants poured into the country in the 1830s and 1840s, and the Irish in particular aroused nativist hostility because of their Roman Catholic faith.

Inventions and business innovations like free incorporation laws spurred economic growth. Women and children were the most exploited early factory laborers. Male workers made some gains in wages and hours but generally failed in unionization attempts.

The most far-reaching economic advances before the Civil War occurred in agriculture and transportation. The early railroads, despite many obstacles, gradually spread their tentacles across the country. Foreign trade remained only a small part of the American economy, but changing technology gradually created growing economic links to Europe. By the early 1860s the telegraph, railroad, and steamship had gone far toward replacing older means of travel and communication like the canals, clipper ships, stagecoach, and pony express.

The new means of transportation and distribution laid the foundations for a continental market economy. The new national economy created a pattern of sectional specialization and altered the traditional economic functions of the family. There was growing concern over the class differences spawned by industrialization, especially in the cities. But the general growth of opportunities and the increased standard of living made America a magnetic “land of opportunity” to many people at home and abroad.
For each of the terms below, identify and describe the significance:

1. Self Reliance & Rugged Individualism
2. Rendezvous System

3. Ecological Imperialism

4. George Catlin

5. NINA

6. Ancient Order of Hiberians

7. Molly Maguires

8. Tammany Hall

9. Carl Schurz

10. Famine Irish

11. Order of the Star Spangled Banner & American Party

12. Know Nothings

13. Awful Disclosures

14. Samuel Slater

15. Amish

16. Eli Whitney

17. Cotton gin

18. Interchangeable Parts

19. Elias Howe & Isaac Singer

20. Samuel Morse

21. Wage Slaves

22. Commonwealth v. Hunt

23. Lowell, MA

24. Cult of Domesticity

25. Steel Plow & Mechanical Reaper

26. Lancaster Turnpike

27. National or Cumberland Road

28. Robert Fulton

29. Dewitt Clinton

30. Erie Canal

31. Cyrus Field

32. Clipper Ships & Pony Express

33. Market Revolution
Chapter 14 Study Guide

The Westward Movement
What were settlers of the frontier like?
In what ways did the reality of frontier life conflict with the “legend?”
Shaping the Western Landscape
"The westward movement also molded the physical environment."  Explain.

The March of the Millions
Describe the changes in American demographics from 1820 to 1860?
Analyze the reasons for the rapid increase in population in the first decades of the 19th century. Include the factors of birthrate, immigration, opportunity and transportation changes.
The Emerald Isle Moves 
What prompted the Irish movement to the United States?
Describe the treatment the Irish received upon arriving.

Describe how the Irish climbed to respectability and political importance.
Given the “story” of the Irish in America, do you think it surprising or inevitable an Irish Catholic president was elected in 1960 (to this date, Kennedy is still the only non-Protestant president). 
The German Forty-Eighters
Describe the reasons for the large German immigration to the United States.

Analyze the ways in which the German experience was different from the Irish.
Did the Germans make as large a contribution to America as the Irish did?  Explain.

Flare-Ups of Antiforeignism
Why were immigrants from Germany and Ireland feared and hated? 
Why was the reaction to the newcomers not worse than it was?
Makers of America: The Irish
Describe the hardships of the Irish in Ireland and America.

Creeping Mechanization
Analyze why the United States was slow to embrace the Industrial Revolution.
Whitney Ends the Fiber Famine
Samuel Slater and Eli Whitney caused the North and South to develop in opposite directions.  Explain.
Why was New England the ideal location for an industrial center.
Makers of America: The Germans
What kind of lives did Germans live in the United States?  Why?

Marvels in Manufacturing
Compare the impact of new inventions and changes in business forms and legal status in the development of manufacturing in the United States. 
Workers and "Wage Slaves"
How did the Industrial Revolution change the nature of work?

Analyze the demands made by labor in the 1830s and the 1840s and their efforts to achieve them.
Women and the Economy
In what ways did women participate in the new industrial economy?

What was the impact of factory production on women’s roles in society?

How did family life change in this time period?
Western Farmers Reap a Revolution in the Fields
What factors led to increased productivity for farmers?

Highways and Steamboats
What transportation improvements were made in the opening decades of the 1800s?
What was the impact of these improvements on American economics and society?
"Clinton's Big Ditch" in New York
The Erie Canal brought revolutionary change to two regions.  Explain.
What economic and political changes were brought by the Canal?
The Iron Horse
Name some of the advantages and disadvantages of early railroads.

Cables, Clippers, and Pony Riders
Explain the reasons for the short-lived successes of the clipper ship, stagecoach and Pony Express.
The Transport Web Binds the Union
What was the impact of the transportation revolution on the development of the United States. Pay particular attention to how the development differed from region to region.
The Market Revolution
How did the Supreme Court impact business development in the United States in the antebellum period?

How did the Market Revolution change the nature of home life?

To what extent was social mobility possible in the United States in the years before the Civil War?
Analysis  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Questions 

 “There were a number of very respectable Gentlemen at Mrs. Greene’s who all agreed that if a machine could be invented which would clean the cotton with expedition, it would be a great thing both to the country and to the inventor.…I concluded to relinquish my school and turn my attention to perfecting the Machine. I made one before I came away which required the labor of one man to turn it and with which one man will clean ten times as much cotton as he can in any other way before known.…”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Eli Whitney (1765–1825) (Letter to his father, 1793)
“When [the Clermont] came so near that the noise of the machine and paddles were heard…some prostrated themselves and besought Providence to protect them from the approach of the horrible monster which was marching on the wave and lighting its path by spitting fire.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Robert Fulton (1765–1815) (Newspaper account of Clermont’s 1st voyage, 1807)

“If the presence of electricity can be made visible in any part of an electric circuit closed by an electromagnet, I see no reason why intelligence may not be transmitted instantaneously by electricity.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Samuel F. B. Morse (1791–1872)

 (1832)

1 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How does the image of the frontier compare with the reality of pioneer life as described in the chapter?
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 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Review the push factors that forced Europeans (specifically the Irish and Germans) from their home countries. What were the pull factors that attracted them to the United States? Why was the United States more appealing than other locations for European immigrants?

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Why was transportation—particularly the canals and the railroads—so important in the early stages of industrialization? Would industrialization have occurred more quickly if the federal government had been unimpeded in offering financial assistance to transportation projects?

4 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Which technological innovation was most important for early-nineteenth-century economic development?
5 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Compare the life of factory workers to that of slaves in the South. Is "wage slave" an appropriate description for factory workers?
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 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What effects did the movement from a subsistence to a market economy have on American society, including farmers, laborers, and women? What were the advantages and disadvantages of the change?

7 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
To what degree was American industrialization made possible by foreign contributions, such as immigration and "stolen" mill plans?
8. 
How did the American population change between 1820 and 1860? What were some of the responses of Americans to these changes?
9. 
What role did changes in population, transportation, communication, and technology play in the development of the American economy before the Civil War? How did these changes also influence American culture?
10. 
Explain the incentives for and consequences of the transition from home-based manufacturing to the factory system.   What problems arose due to the early factory system?
11.  Discuss the impact of the “transportation revolution,” 1820 – 1860, on the U.S.  (73)

12.  In the period 1815 to 1860, improvements in transportation and increased inter-regional trade should have united Americans, but instead produced sectional division and finally disunion.  Discuss with reference to the impact of improved transportation and increased inter-regional trade on the Northeast (New England and Middle Atlantic states), the South, and the West.  (80)

13.   Developments in transportation, rather than in manufacturing and agriculture, sparked American economic growth in the first half of the nineteenth century.   Assess the validity of this statement. (89)

14.    In what ways did the developments in transportation bring about economic and social change in the United States in the period 1820 to 1860?  (03)
15. Compare the experiences of TWO of the following groups of immigrants during the period 1830 to 1860.



English

Irish

German

(07B)

16. Analyze the impact of the market revolution (1815-1860) on the economies of TWO of the following regions.


The Northeast

The Midwest

The South

(08)

HISTORIC NOTES
· Americans look to western territories and states for new economic opportunities.  Profound innovation in transportation make distant markets accessible.  As a result, the North and West are tied economically.  The West also absorbs large numbers of immigrants, many from Ireland and Germany.
· In this period, the population increases tenfold.

· With industrialization come despair for the wage laborer, which gives rise to labor organizing.  Because they are a cheap form of labor, women penetrate the industrial workplace.

· The nation’s economy matures and diversifies as people are increasingly tied to trade, industry, and commercial farming.  Historians refer to this development as the Market Revolution.

· Arriving in huge numbers in the antebellum period, Irish and German immigrants coalesced into voting blocks, allowing them to play a significant role in the nation’s municipal, state, and federal elections.  Concurrently, organizations and political parties such as the Know-Nothings formed to fight what they considered a weakening of American culture because of immigrants.

· Industrialization was mainly a northern phenomenon.  The southern economy was comparatively stagnant and lacked diversity.  Consequently, the two dominant classes, the industrial and merchant capitalist in the North and the planter-slaveholder in the South, wanted political and economic regulations and laws contrary to the other’s needs.  For example, northern manufacturers favored a high protective tariff, which was not in the interest of the planter-slaveholders.

· The economic interdependence between the Northeast and the West would play a role in the debate over the expansion of slavery.  This relationship grew so strong that the regions would ally against the South.
Advanced Placement United States History Topic Outline

6. Transformation of the Economy and Society in Antebellum America

A. The transportation revolution and creation of a national market economy 

B. Beginnings of industrialization and changes in social and class structures 

C. Immigration and nativist reaction 

D. Planters, yeoman farmers, and slaves in the cotton South 

8. Religion, Reform, and Renaissance in Antebellum America

A. Evangelical Protestant revivalism 

B. Social reforms 

C. Ideals of domesticity 

D. Transcendentalism and utopian communities 

E. American Renaissance: literary and artistic expressions 













