Chapter 15
The Ferment of Reform and Culture, 1790–1860
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: The spectacular religious revivals of the Second Great Awakening reversed a trend toward secular rationalism in American culture, and helped to fuel a spirit of social reform. In the process, religion was increasingly “feminized,” while women in turn took the lead in movements of reform, including those designed to improve their own condition.

Theme: The attempt to improve Americans’ faith, morals, and character affected nearly all areas of American life and culture, including education, the family, literature, and the arts—culminating in the great crusade against slavery.

Theme: Intellectual and cultural development in America was less prolific than in Europe, but they did earn some international recognition and became more distinctly American, especially after the War of 1812.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

In early nineteenth century America, movements of moral and religious reform accompanied the democratization of politics and the creation of a national market economy. After a period of growing rationalism in religion, a new wave of revivals beginning about 1800 swept out of the West and effected great change not only in religious life but also in other areas of society. Existing religious groups were further fragmented, and new groups like the Mormons emerged. Women were especially prominent in these developments, becoming a major presence in the churches and discovering in reform movements an outlet for energies that were often stifled in masculinized political and economic life.

Among the first areas to benefit from the reform impulse was education. The public elementary school movement gained strength, while a few women made their way into still tradition-bound colleges. Women were also prominent in movements for improved treatment of the mentally ill, peace, temperance, and other causes. By the 1840s some women also began to agitate for their own rights, including suffrage. The movement for women’s rights, closely linked to the antislavery crusade, gained adherents even while it met strong obstacles and vehement opposition.

While many reformers worked to improve society as a whole, others created utopian experiments to model their religious and social ideals. Some of these groups promoted radical sexual and economic doctrines, while others appealed to high-minded intellectuals and artists. 

American culture was still quite weak in theoretical sciences and the fine arts, but a vigorous national literature blossomed after the War of 1812. In New England the literary renaissance was closely linked to the philosophy of transcendentalism promoted by Emerson and others. Many of the great American writers like Walt Whitman reflected the national spirit of utopian optimism, but a few dissenters like Hawthorne and Melville explored the darker side of life and of their own society.

1. Deism
2. Unitarianism

3. Second Great Awakening

4. Peter Cartwright & Charles  Finney

5. Burned Over District

6. Millerites

7. Joseph Smith & Brigham Young

8. Horace Mann, Noah Webster, & William H. McGuffy

9. UNC & UVA

10. Emma Willard, Oberlin, & Mary Lyon

11. Lyceums

12. North American Review & Godey’s Book

13. Debtor’s Prison

14. Reformatories, Houses of Correction, & Pennitentiaries

15. Dorothea Dix

16. American Peace Society

17. American Temperance Society
18. T.S. Arthur

19. Neal S. Dow

20. Maine Law of 1851

21. Cult of Domesticity

22. Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell, Margaret Fuller,  Sarah & Angela Grimke, Lucy Stone, & Amelia Bloomer
23. Woman’s Rights Convention of 1848

24. Robert Owen, Brook Farm, Oneida Community, & Shakers

25. Nathaniel Bowditch, Matthew F. Maury, Benjamin Silliman, Louis Agassiz, & Sas Gray
26. John J. Audubon

27. Hudson River School

28. Gilbert Stuart, Charles Wilson Peale, & John Trumbull

29. American Minstrel Shows & Stephen C. Foster

30. The Knickerbocker Group

31. Washington Irving, James Fenimore Cooer, & William Cullen Bryant

32. Transcendentalist

33. Emerson & Thoreau

34. Walt Whitman

35. Longfellow, Whittier, Lowell, Holmes, Alcott, Dickinson, & Simms

36. Poe, Hawthorne, & Melville

37. Bancroft, Prescott, & Parkman

Chapter 15 Study Guide

Reviving Religion
In what ways did religion in the United States become more liberal and more conservative in the early decades of the 19th century?

What was a major spin-off of the Deism of the Age of Reason?
Why did Methodists and Baptists benefit from the Second Great Awakening?

In ways did the Second Great Awakening feminize religion?

Denominational Diversity
What effect did the Second Great Awakening have on organized religion?

What caused several denominations to split in this period?

A Desert Zion in Utah
What characteristics of the Mormons caused them to be persecuted by their neighbors?

Describe the Mormon exodus to Utah.

Free Schools for a Free People
Why was there opposition to public education?

What advances were made in the field of education from 1820 to 1850?

Higher Goals for Higher Learning
How did the Great Awakening contribute to the advancement of higher learning?

In what ways did higher education become more modern in the antebellum years (include the advancement of women’s eduction)?

An Age of Reform
How did the Second Great Awakening lead to reform movements?

How and why did the treatment of debtors change?

In what ways did criminal punishment change?

How and why did Dorthea Dix participate in the reform movements?

Demon Rum--The "Old Deluder"
Assess the methods and success (or failures) of the temperance reformers.

Women in Revolt
Describe the status of women in the first half of the 19th century.

Analyze the ways in which women began to change their traditional roles.

Wilderness Utopias
In what ways were utopian communities different from mainstream America?

The Dawn of Scientific Achievement
Who were the scientific leaders in the antebellum period?
What was the state of medicine in this period?
Makers of America: The Oneida Community
The word "utopia" is a word that is "derived from Greek that slyly combines the meanings of `a good place' and `no such place'."  Does the Oneida Community fit this definition?  Explain.

Artistic Achievements
"The antebellum period was a time in which American art began to come of age."  Assess.

The Blossoming of a National Literature
In the early 1800's American writers emerged, who were recognized world-wide for their ability.  What made them uniquely American?

Trumpeters of Transcendentalism 

Which of the transcendentalists mentioned here best illustrated the theory in his life and writings?  Explain.

Glowing Literary Lights
Name six important American writers and explain the significance of each.

Literary Individualists and Dissenters
Why do you think Poe and Melville were not appreciated as much in America at the time as they were in other times and places?

Portrayers of the Past
How did the geographic background of early historians affect the history they wrote?

Varying Viewpoints:  Reform: Who? What? How? and Why?
Were 19th century reformers compassionate, religious people; fanatics who didn't care if their actions had negative results; or conservatives who wanted to control the lower classes?  Explain.

Analysis  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Questions 

“A revival is not a miracle, or dependent on a miracle in any sense. It is a purely philosophical result of the right use of the constituted means.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Charles G. Finney (1792–1875) (Lectures on Revivalism, 1835)

 “We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten Tribes; that Zion will be built upon this continent; that Christ will reign personally upon the earth; and that the earth will be renewed and receive its paradisaical glory.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Joseph Smith (1805–1844) (statement of faith, 1843)

 “Any activity that throws woman into the attitude of a combatant, either for herself or others, lies outside her appropriate sphere.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Catharine Beecher (1800–1878) (An Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism, 1837)

 “I should feel exceedingly diffident to appear before you at this time, having never before spoken in public, were I not nerved by a sense of sacred right and duty [and]…did I not believe that woman herself must do this work; for woman alone can understand the height, the depth, the length and the breadth of her degradation.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815–1902) (Speech to the Seneca Falls Convention, 1848)

 “During the past year my heart has so yearned over the female youth…that it has sometimes seemed as if there was a fire shut up in my bones.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Mary Lyon (1797–1849) (1834)

On his deathbed Thoreau was asked if he had made his peace with God. He replied, “I did not know that we had ever quarreled.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Henry David Thoreau (1817–1862)

 “Books are for the scholar’s idle times. When he can read God directly, the hour is too precious to be wasted in other men’s transcripts of their readings.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803–1882) (“American Scholar” address, 1837)

1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What particular qualities did Evangelical religion give to the early American culture? Why did so many of its energies move toward the reform of society? Were there elements of American religion that resisted the reform impulse?

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How important is a free public education to a republic? If it is important, why then was early education so poor? If it is not important, why did it begin? Do you agree that public education was "an insurance premium that the wealthy paid for stability and democracy," as the authors assert? Is it important to a republic to have compulsory public education?

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Were the “cult of domesticity” and the rise of the child-centered family signs of an improvement or a restriction on women’s status and condition? Was the “new family” a progressive reflection of American democratic ideals, or a restriction on them? 

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Why did America produce so many reform and utopian movements? What did they contribute to American culture?

5

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What made women such prominent leaders in the religious and reform movements? How did the women’s rights movement compare with the other movements of the period? What obstacles did women reformers face? Why did women often have more difficulty working on their own behalf than they did advocating other causes?

6.    From the American Revolution to the Civil War, American writers (both fiction and non-fiction) sought to discuss a uniquely national culture.  Analyze this statement for any period of approximately thirty years between 1775 and 1860.  
7.   Account for the emergence of utopian communities from the mid-1820’s through the 1840’s and evaluate their success and/or failure.  
8.   American social reform movements from 1820 to 1860 were characterized by unyielding perfectionism, impatience with compromise, and distrust of established social institutions.  These qualities explain the degree of success or failure of these movements in achieving their objectives.  Discuss with reference to BOTH anti-slavery and ONE other reform movement of the period 1820 –1860 (for example, temperance, women’s rights, communitarianism, prison reform or educational reform).  
9.   In the first half of the nineteenth century, the American cultural and intellectual community contributed to the development of a distinctive American national consciousness.  Assess the validity of this statement.  
10.   American reform movements between 1820 and 1860 reflected both optimistic and pessimistic views of human nature and society.  Assess the validity of this statement  in reference to reform movements of THREE of the following areas:

Education     


Utopian experiments

Temperance


Penal Institutions   
Women’s Rights

11.   In what ways did the early nineteenth –century reform movements for abolition and women’s rights illustrate both the strengths and weaknesses of democracy in the early American republic?  
12.   Analyze the ways in which Two of the following influenced the development of American society.

Puritanism during the seventeenth century

The Great Awakening during the eighteenth century

The Second Great Awakening during the nineteenth century    
13. To what extent and in what ways did the roles of women change in American society between 1790 and 1860?  Respond with references to TWO of the following areas:


Domestic
Economic
Political
Social


14. In what ways did the Second Great Awakening in the North influence TWO of the following?


Abolitionism

Temperance

The cult of domesticity
Utopian communities   
HISTORIC NOTES
· The Second Great Awakening releases a torrent of religious fervor, combining a belief in moral self-improvement and a wish to expand democracy by means of evangelicalism.
· From the 1830s to the 1850s, the nation experiences a burst of reform activity.  Various movements set out to democratize the nation further by combating what they see as institutions and ideas that thwart the expression of democratic values and principals.

· The Hudson River School of art celebrates, mostly through landscape painting, the nation’s endless opportunities, uniqueness, and promise.  Transcendentalism, a philosophy and literary movement, shapes the cultural outlook of the nation by pointing out the limitations of empirical evidence and encouraging individuals to rely on their senses. and emotions to achieve moral improvement.
· Historians debate whether the term Jacksonian Democracy is accurate.  Some see Jackson as a representative of the common man and at the center of the era’s democratizing spirit.  Others see Jackson as indifferent to reform movements (such as women’s suffrage), opposed to others (abolition – he was a slave owner), or unaware of other (possibly urban reform).  They hold the grassroots movements of the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850s were thr primary impetus for reform.

· Some reform movements advocated challenging the socials, economic, and ideological status quo.  Advocates of women’s rights, for example, challenged the stereotypes that associated women with a “cult of domesticity.”  Abolitionists challenged the institution of slavery.  For their part, temperance advocates fumed that American civilization and culture were being undermined by “demon rum.”
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6. Transformation of the Economy and Society in Antebellum America

A. The transportation revolution and creation of a national market economy 

B. Beginnings of industrialization and changes in social and class structures 

C. Immigration and nativist reaction 

D. Planters, yeoman farmers, and slaves in the cotton South 

8. Religion, Reform, and Renaissance in Antebellum America

A. Evangelical Protestant revivalism 

B. Social reforms 

C. Ideals of domesticity 

D. Transcendentalism and utopian communities 

E. American Renaissance: literary and artistic expressions 













