Chapter 16
The South and the Slavery Controversy, 1793–1860
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: The explosion of cotton production fastened the slave system deeply upon the South, creating a complex, hierarchical racial and social order that deeply affected whites as well as blacks.

Theme: The economic benefits of an increasing production of cotton due to the cotton gin and slavery was shared between the South, the North, and Britain. The economics of cotton and slavery also led to bigger and bigger plantations, since they could afford the heavy investment of human capital.

Theme: The emergence of a small but energetic radical abolitionist movement caused a fierce proslavery backlash in the South and a slow but steady growth of moderate antislavery sentiment in the North.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

Whitney’s cotton gin made cotton production enormously profitable, and created an ever-increasing demand for slave labor. The South’s dependence on cotton production tied it economically to the plantation system and racially to white supremacy. The cultural gentility and political domination of the relatively small plantation aristocracy concealed slavery’s great social and economic costs for whites as well as blacks.

Most slaves were held by a few large planters. But most slaveowners had few slaves, and most southern whites had no slaves at all. Nevertheless, except for a few mountain whites, the majority of southern whites strongly supported slavery and racial supremacy because they cherished the hope of becoming slaveowners themselves, and because white racial identity gave them a sense of superiority to the blacks.

The treatment of the economically valuable slaves varied considerably. Within the bounds of the cruel system, slaves yearned for freedom and struggled to maintain their humanity, including family life.

The older black colonization movement was largely replaced in the 1830s by a radical Garrisonian abolitionism demanding an immediate end to slavery. Abolitionism and the Nat Turner rebellion caused a strong backlash in the South, which increasingly defended slavery as a positive good and turned its back on many of the liberal political and social ideas gaining strength in the North.

Most northerners were hostile to radical abolitionism, and respected the Constitution’s evident protection of slavery where it existed. But many also gradually came to see the South as a land of oppression, and any attempt to extend slavery as a threat to free society.

1. Eli Whitney
2. King Cotton
3. Planter Aristocracy
4. Sir Walter Scott

5. Land Butchery
6. Snobocracy
7. Hillbillies and Crackers
8. Free Blacks
9. William T. Johnson
10. Frederick Douglas
11. West Africa Squadron
12. Black Ivory

13. Sold Down the River

14. Harriett Beecher Stowe

15. Driver
16. breakers
17. Black Belt
18. responsorial
19. Peculiar Institution
20. Nat Turner’s Rebellion

21. Amistad
22. American Colonization Society

23. Liberia
24. William Wilberforce

25. Theodore David Weld

26. Arthur and Lewis Tappan

27. Lyman Beecher

28. Harriet Beecher Stowe
29. Theodore Dwight Weld

30. William Loyd Garrison
31. The Liberator
32. American AntiSlavery Society

33. Wendell Phillips
34. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
35. David Walker

36. Sojourner Truth
37. Mason Dixon LIne
38. Gag Resolution

Chapter 16 Study Guide

"Cotton is King!" 
· What is meant by "Cotton is King?"  How did its sovereignty extend beyond the South?  What implications did its rule have?

The Planter "Aristocracy"
· In what ways was the south "basically undemocratic?"

· Why was Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832), a Scottish author of medieval romances, a favorite in the South? What does this say about their society?

· What was the role of women in the plantation system?
Slaves and the Slave System
· Analyze the economic weaknesses of the South's dependence on cotton. 
The White Majority
· What was the distribution of slaves throughout southern society?

· Why did many whites who did not own slaves support slavery?

· Describe the lives of non slave holding whites in the South

Free Blacks:  Slaves Without Masters
· Would it have been better to be a free Black in the North or in the South?  Explain.

Plantation Slavery
· "...planters regarded slaves as investments...." Explain what was positive and what was negative about this situation for slaves.


· How did the suppression of the international slave trade have unintended consequences in the US?
Life Under the Lash
· What were some of the common features of life as a slave?

· Give evidence to show that slaves developed a separate, unique culture.  What circumstances made this possible?

The Burdens of Bondage
· In what ways did slaves resist their condition? 

· Thomas Jefferson once said that having slaves was like holding a wolf by the ears, you didn't like it but you couldn't let go. How does this section help to explain this statement?

Early Abolitionism
· Describe some of the early abolitionists.

· How did the Second Great Awakening contribute to abolitionist movements?

Radical Abolitionism
· How were the attitudes of William Lloyd Garrison and Frederick Douglass different?  When dealing with an issue that is moral and political, how rigid should a person be?

The South Lashes Back
· How did the South defend itself against the attacks of abolitionists?

· How did Southerners justify their “Peculiar Institution?”

The Abolitionist Impact in the North
· How did Northerners view abolitionists?  Did they have any success?

Varying Viewpoints:  What Was the True Nature of Slavery? 
· What do historians agree on about slavery?  Disagree about?

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h great debates in american history

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Great Debate (1830–1860):

Slavery: Is slavery an intolerable institution?

	Yes:
Antislavery forces: abolitionists, led by Garrison, Weld, and the Grimké sisters; Free Soil and Republican politicians, led by Lincoln, Seward, and Sumner.
	 
	No:
Proslavery forces: white southerners, led by Calhoun, Davis, and Butler; northern moderates, led by Webster, Douglas, and Buchanan.


14. ISSUE #1: Is slavery a violation of fundamental moral and religious principles?

	Yes:
Antislavery leader Angelina Grimké: “The great fundamental principle of abolitionists is, that man cannot rightfully hold his fellow man as property.…It matters not what motive he may give for such a monstrous violation of the laws of God. The claim to him as property is an annihilation of his right to himself, which is the foundation upon which all his other rights are built. It is high-handed robbery of Jehovah; for he has declared, ‘All souls are mine.’”
	 
	No:
Proslavery Senator Andrew Butler of South Carolina: “Inequality seems to characterize the administration of the providence of God. I will not undertake to invade that sanctuary, but I will say that the abolitionists cannot make those equal whom God has made unequal, in human estimation. That He has made the blacks unequal to the whites, human history…has pronounced its uniform judgment.”


15. ISSUE #2: Is slavery incompatible with the most fundamental American principles?

	Yes:
Antislavery leader Abraham Lincoln: “There is no reason in the world why the negro is not entitled to all the natural rights enumerated in the Declaration of Independence—the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. I hold that he is as much entitled to these as the white man. I agree with Judge Douglas that he is not my equal in many respects.…But in the right to eat the bread, without the leave of anybody else, which his own hand earns, he is my equal and the equal of Judge Douglas, and the equal of every living man.”
	 
	No:
Proslavery Senator Stephen A. Douglas: “At the time the Constitution was framed there were thirteen states in the Union, twelve of which were slaveholding states and one a free state.…For one, I am opposed to negro citizenship in any and every form. I believe this government was made on the white basis. I believe it was made by white men for the benefit of white men and their posterity forever, and I am in favor of confining citizenship to white men…instead of conferring it upon negroes, Indians, and other inferior races.…”




16. ISSUE #3: Would the attempted abolition of slavery threaten the foundations of the Union?

	No: 
Antislavery leader William Seward: “Hitherto the two systems have existed in different states, but side by side within the American Union. This has happened because the Union is a confederation of states. But in another aspect the United States constitute only one nation.…It is an irrepressible conflict between opposing and enduring forces, and it means that the United States must and will, sooner or later, become either entirely a slaveholding nation or entirely a free-labor nation.…Our forefathers knew it to be true, and unanimously acted upon it when they framed the constitution of the United States.”


	 
	Yes:
Proslavery Senator Alfred Iversen of Georgia: “Sir, I believe that the time will come when the slave states will be compelled, in vindication of their rights, interests, and honor, to separate from the free states and erect an independent confederacy.…At all events, I am satisfied that one of two things is inevitable; either that the slave states must surrender their peculiar institutions or separate from the North.…No union or no slavery will sooner or later be forced upon the choice of the southern people.”


17. ISSUE #4: Should slavery be allowed to expand into the territories if the people of those territories want it?

	No:
Antislavery leader Abraham Lincoln: “I believe we shall not have peace upon the question until the opponents of slavery arrest the further spread of it and place it where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction.…Now I believe if we could arrest the spread, and place it where Washington and Jefferson and Madison placed it, it would be in the course of ultimate extinction and the public mind would, as for eighty years past, believe that it was in the course of ultimate extinction.…The crisis would be past and the institution might be let alone for a hundred years—if it should live so long—in the states where it exists, yet it would be going out of existence in the way best for both the black and the white races.”


	 
	Yes:
Proslavery Senator Stephen A. Douglas: “Whenever it becomes necessary, in our growth and progress, to acquire more territory, I am in favor of it, without reference to the question of slavery, and, when we have acquired it, I will leave the people free to do as they please, either to make it slave or free territory, as they prefer.…If they prohibit slavery, it shall be prohibited. They can form their institutions to please themselves, subject only to the Constitution; and I, for one, stand ready to receive them into the Union.”


REFERENCES: Don E. Fehrenbacher, Prelude to Greatness: Lincoln in the 1850s (1962); J. Jeffrey Auer, ed., Antislavery and Disunion, 1858–1861: Studies in the Rhetoric of Compromise and Conflict (1963). 
Analysis  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Questions 

“Slavery, with its robbing of body and soul from birth to death, its exactions of toil unrecompensed, its sunderings from kindred, its frantic orgies of lust, its intellect levelled with dust, its baptisms of blood, and its legacy of damning horrors to the eternity of the spirit—slavery in this land of liberty, and light, and revivals of millenial glory—its days are numbered and well-nigh finished.…The nation is shaking off its slumbers to sleep no more.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Theodore Dwight Weld (1803–1895) (1934)
 “I am earnest—I will not equivocate—I will not excuse—I will not retreat a single inch—and I will be heard.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h William Lloyd Garrison (1805–1879) (The Liberator, 1831)
 “I have been frequently asked how I felt when I found myself in a free state.…It was a moment of the highest excitement I ever experienced.…This state of mind, however, very soon subsided; and I was again seized with a feeling of great insecurity and loneliness. I was yet liable to be taken back, and subjected to all the tortures of slavery. This in itself was enough to damp the ardor of my enthusiasm.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Frederick Douglass (1817–1895) (Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, 1845)
 “I care but little what white men think of what I say, write or do; my sole desire is to benefit the colored people. This being done I am satisfied—the opinion of every white person in the country or the world to the contrary notwithstanding.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Martin Delany (1812–1885) (Letter to Frederick Douglass, 1852)
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How did slavery affect whites—those who owned slaves and those who did not?

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How did blacks respond to the condition of slavery?

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Why did the South move from viewing slavery as a “necessary evil” to proclaiming it a “positive good”?

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How effective were the abolitionists in achieving their goals? Did they hasten or delay the end of slavery?

5

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Was Britain being hypocritical by freeing their slaves in the West Indies while openly importing cotton from the slave-owning South? What role, if any, should have other nations taken in America's slave question?

6

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Were basic freedoms jeopardized or forfeited with regards to Congressional action about the question of slavery (Gag Resolution, mail restrictions)? Were the decisions of Congress justified?
7.   Why did the institution of slavery command the loyalty of the vast majority of ante-bellum whites, despite the fact that only a small percentage of them owned slaves?          (73)
8.   Slavery was the dominating reality of all southern life.  Assess the validity of this generalization for TWO of the following aspects of southern life from about 1840 to1860: political, social, economic, and intellectual life.  (84)
9.   Analyze the ways in which supporters of slavery in the nineteenth century used legal, religious, and economic arguments to defend the institution of slavery.     (95)
10. Analyze the effectiveness of political compromise in reducing sectional tensions in the period 1820 to 1861.   (04)

11. In what ways and to what extent was industrial development from 1800 to 1860 a factor in the relationship between the Northern and Southern states?        (06B)

12. Use TWO of the following categories to analyze the ways in which African Americans created a distinctive culture in slavery.


Family

Music

Oral traditions

Religions


HISTORIC NOTES
· The South in the Antebellum period is dominated by the planter-slaveholder class, which comprises only a small percentage of the South’s white population.
· So important is cotton to the South’s (and , some contend, the nation’s) economy that it is referred to as King Cotton.

· The life of freed slaves did not find a panacea to their problems and treatment in the North either.

· Abolitionism takes hold.  Abolitionists, however, are not particularly popular in the North because they are seen as a troublemakers and rabble-rousers.

· Abolitionists came in varieties.  Most favored gradualism, which for some meant resettling freed slaves in Africa and compensating slaveholders.  Others would settle for nothing short of an immediate end to slavery, even if violence was needed to achieve their goal.  Lincoln initially identified with gradualism.  William Lloyd Garrison and John Brown identified with the second, although they differed over the methods to be used.: Garrison advocated an end to slavery through legislation, and John Brown believed that slavery could be defeated only through violent means.  Former slaves like Frederick Douglas, Harriet Tubman, and Sojourner Truth, who had experienced the degradation of slavery firsthand, passionately and articulately expressed their disdain for the “peculiar institution.”
· The American Colonization Society (formed in the early 19th century) was at the forefront of the movement to resettle freed slaves in Africa.  Although ultimately not a viable remedy to the problem, the society resettled thousands of emancipated slaves on the land purchased in Africa.












