Chapter 17
Manifest Destiny and Its Legacy

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: American expansionism gained momentum in the 1840s, leading first to the acquisition of Texas and Oregon, and then to the Mexican War, which added vast southwestern territories to the United States and ignited the slavery question.

Theme: American international prestige grows as the United States expands. Successful military campaigns against Mexico along with well-negotiated treaties with Britain force Europe to respect America more, while Latin America begins to be wary of the Colossus of the North.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

As Tyler assumed the presidency after Harrison’s death, the United States became engaged in a series of sharp disputes with Britain. A conflict over the Maine boundary was resolved, but British involvement in Texas revived the movement to annex the Lone Star Republic to the United States.

The Texas and Oregon questions became embroiled in the 1844 campaign, as the Democrats nominated and elected the militantly expansionist Polk. After Texas was added to the Union, conflicts with Mexico over California and the Texas boundary erupted into war in 1846.

American forces quickly conquered California and New Mexico. Winfield Scott’s and Zachary Taylor’s invasion of Mexico was also successful, and the United States obtained large new territories in the peace treaty.

Besides adding California, New Mexico, and Utah to American territory, the Mexican War trained a new generation of military leaders and aroused long-term Latin American resentment of the United States. Most important, it forced the slavery controversy to the center of national debate, as first indicated by the Wilmot Proviso.

Names and Terms: Identify and Tell The Significance of Each

Benjamin Harrison
Old Tippecanoe

Henry Clay

John Tyler

Fiscal bank

His Accidency

Tariff of 1842
Third War With England
The Caroline

The Creole

Maine Boundary dispute and Settlement

Aroostook War

Lone Star Republic

Texas or Disunion

Oregon Country

Captain Robert Gray

49th parallel

Oregon Fever

James K. Polk

Dark Horse

Manifest Destiny

Fifty Four Forty or Fight

Liberty Party

Election of 1844

Walker Tariff

John Slidell
Zachary Taylor

Spot Resolutions

Stephen Kearny

John Fremont

California Bear Flag Republic

Buena Vista
Chapultepec
Winfield Scott

Nicholas Trist

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
Father Juniper Serra

Californios
Conscience Whigs

David Wilmot

Chapter 16 Study Guide
The Accession of “Tyler, Too”
What were some of the personal qualities of John Tyler as president?

Why would Tyler be described as a President without A Party?

"Yet Tyler...should never have consented to run on the ticket."  Explain this quote from your text.
John Tyler: A President Without A Party

What were the parts of Clay’s Whig program?
What was Tyler’s reaction to Clay’s program?

A War of Words With Britain
What factors were creating an anti-British attitude in  the late 1830s and early 1840s?

Manipulating The Maine Maps
How did the US and Britain peaceable resolve the dispute over the border of Maine?

The Lone Star of Texas Shines Alone
How did Mexico view Texas from 1836 to 1845?
In what ways did the independent Texas Republic pose a problem for the United States?

The Belated Texas Nuptials
Why did Texas become an issue in the 1844 election?

How did Tyler maneuver to bring Texas into the Union?

Oregon Fever Populates Oregon
What countries claimed/had claimed Oregon, and what were the basis for those claims?

What change with Oregon from 1819 to 1844 caused the British to become more willing to negotiate a final boundary?
A Mandate For Manifest Destiny
In way did the concept of Manifest Destiny help decide the election of 1844?

Polk the Purposeful
What were Polk’s goals and how did he go about achieving them?
Assess Polk’s degree of success.
Misunderstandings With Mexico
Analyze the difficulties with bringing California into the Union
What were the sources of the strained relationship between the US and Mexico?

American Blood on American (?) Soil
Evaluate this statement: President Polk deliberately provoked war with Mexico

The Mastering of Mexico
Who were the three leaders of the three separate campaigns fought against Mexican forces? What did they accomplish?
Fighting Mexico For Peace
What were the terms of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo?

What was the reaction to this peace agreement

Profit and Loss In Mexico
Describe six consequences/results of the War with Mexico

Makers of America: The Californios
How did the Californios gain
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 seq NL_Sec \r 1 \h Reading Maps for Routes

Historical maps often include the routes taken in connection with particular events. The map of the Major Campaigns of the Mexican War (p. 409) includes a number of such routes. Answer the following questions. SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Near what Mexican port city did both General Taylor and General Scott pass?

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
From which city (and battle site) did American forces move both west to California and south toward Buena Vista?

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
According to the map, where did American naval forces come from? Where did they go during the course of the war? Where were they involved in battles?

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Across what territories did Kearny and Frémont pass during the war? In which significant battles did each of them take part?
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 seq NL_Sec \r 1 \h  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Map Mastery

Using the maps and charts in Chapter 17, answer the following questions.

1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Maine Boundary Settlement, 1842: The Webster-Ashburton Treaty line settled the boundary between the American state of Maine and which two Canadian provinces?

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
The Oregon Controversy, 1846: The part of the Oregon Country that was in dispute between the United States and Britain lay between what two boundaries?

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
The Oregon Controversy, 1846: How many degrees and minutes (°, ΄) of latitude were there between the northern and southern boundaries of the whole Oregon Country?

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Major Campaigns of the Mexican War: Which major western river did Stephen Kearney have to cross on his route from Santa Fe to the Battle of San Pasquial in December 1846?

5

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Major Campaigns of the Mexican War: Name any three of the cities within present-day Mexico that were occupied by the armies of generals Taylor or Scott. Using the map of Major Campaigns of the Mexican War, write a brief essay explaining the relation between the movement of American military forces during the war and the political issues of the Mexican War.

Analysis Questions

1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What led to the rise of the spirit of Manifest Destiny in the 1840s, and how did that spirit show itself in the American expansionism of the decade?

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How did rivalry with Britain affect the American decision to annex Texas, the Oregon dispute, and other controversies of the 1840s?

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Most Americans believed that expansion across North America was their destiny. Was expansion actually inevitable? What forces might have stopped it? How would American history have changed if, say, the Mexican War had not occurred?

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Could the United States have accepted a permanently independent Texas? Why or why not?

5

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Did James Polk really receive a mandate for expansion in the election of 1844?

6.
Did Polk deliberately provoke the Mexican War, as Congressman Abraham Lincoln charged? Or was the war largely inevitable given U.S.-Mexican tensions following the annexation of Texas?

7

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How was the Manifest Destiny of the 1840s—particularly the expansion into Texas and Mexico—related to the sectional conflict over slavery?

8.
Many conscience Whigs and others believed that the annexation of Texas and the Mexican War itself were part of a conspiracy by the slave power to expand slavery and guarantee its future in the United States. Is there any evidence to suggest such goals on the part of Polk or others?

9.
Why was the Wilmot Proviso proposal, prohibiting slavery in the whole territory acquired from Mexico, so divisive and explosive? Was it intended to reignite sectional controversy or actually to defuse it?
HISTORIC NOTES
· A member of the Democratic Party, John Tyler, becomes the Whig’s vice-presidential candidate in 1840.  When President William Henry Harrison dies just one month into his term, Tyler, much in the distress of Whig party loyalists such as Clay, is elevated to the presidency.

· Manifest Destiny, the belief that the U.S. is divinely inspired to spread across the continent, becomes the rationale for widespread territorial expansion.  Critics repudiate it as nothing short of unbridled imperialism.

· “Oregon fever” seizes Americans who flock to the Willamette Valley and other areas in the Northwest, opening yet another border dispute with Britain.

· James K. Polk becomes a spokesman for those lured to the West.  During his one term as president, the Oregon boundry dispute is settled, but tensions with Mexico ultimately lead to war.

· The Mexican-American War is a disaster for the Mexicans, who lose nearly half of their nation to the U.S. for compensation of a mere $15 million.

· Some veterans of the Mexican-American War, among them Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. Grant, would later play a role in the American Civil War.

· The entrance of Texas into the union and the Mexican-American War stirred often heated debates.  Many northerners and Whigs were angered by what they saw as an unjust war and a blatant attempt to expand slavery.  Congressman Abraham Lincoln demanded from President Polk a justification for the war.

· Justifications for territorial expansion were often expressed in racist terms. 
