Chapter 18
Renewing the Sectional Struggle, 1848–1854
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: The sectional conflict over the expansion of slavery that erupted after the Mexican War was temporarily quieted by the Compromise of 1850, but Douglas’s Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 exploded it again.

Theme: In the 1850s American expansionism in the West and the Caribbean was extremely controversial because it was tied to the slavery question.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

The acquisition of territory from Mexico created acute new dilemmas concerning the expansion of slavery, especially for the two major political parties, which had long tried to avoid the issue. The antislavery Free Soil party pushed the issue into the election of 1848. The application of gold-rich California for admission to the Union forced the controversy into the Senate, which engaged in stormy debates over slavery and the Union.

After the timely death of President Taylor, who had blocked a settlement, Congress resolved the crisis by passing the delicate Compromise of 1850. The compromise eased sectional tension for the moment, although the Fugitive Slave Law aroused opposition in the North.

As the Whig party died, the Democratic Pierce administration became the tool of proslavery expansionists. Controversies over Nicaragua, Cuba, and the Gadsden Purchase showed that expansionism was closely linked to the slavery issue.

The desire for a northern railroad route led Stephen Douglas to ram the Kansas-Nebraska Act through Congress in 1854. By repealing the Missouri Compromise and making new territory subject to “popular sovereignty” on slavery, this act aroused the fury of the North, sparked the rise of the Republican party, and set the stage for the Civil War.

1. General Lewis Cass
2. Popular Sovereignty

3. Zachary Taylor

4. Free Soil Party

5. CA Gold Rush

6. Underground RR

7. Harriet Tubman

8. Clay, Calhoun, & Webster

9. Stephan Douglas

10. Compromise of 1850

11. William H. Seward

12. Millard Fillmore

13. Fire Eaters

14. Fugitive Slave Law of 1850

15. Personal Liberty Laws

16. Franklin Pierce

17. Winfield Scott

18. Election of 1852

19. Clayton-Bulwer Treaty

20. Slavocrats

21. Nicaragua

22. Cuba

23. Ostend Manifesto

24. Caleb Cushing

25. Opium War

26. Treaty of Wanghia

27. Commodore Matthew Perry & Treaty of Kanagawa

28. Gadsden Purchase

29. Kansas-Nebraska Act
Chapter 18 Study Guide

The Popular Sovereignty Panacea(Mexican Cession, Fire-eaters)

What were the advantages and disadvantages of popular sovereignty as a campaign issue?

Political Triumphs for General Taylor
Why was the Free-Soil party formed?  How was it important?  Explain.
Who were members of the Free Soil Party?
"Californy Gold"
Why did the discovery of gold in California being the slavery issue to the forefront?

Did the California Gold Rush make people rich?  Explain.

Sectional Balance and the Underground Railroad(Underground Railroad, Harriet Tubman)

“The South was in a politically weakening position in the 1850's."  Assess this statement.
What was the impact of the Underground Railroad on tensions between North and South?
Twilight of the Senatorial Giants(Henry Clay, John C. Calhoun, Daniel Webster)
What were the positions of the three “Giants” of the Senate in the debate of 1849-1850?
What effect did Webster's speech have?

Deadlock and Danger on Capitol Hill(William H. Seward, Higher Law)

How did William Seward contribute to the tension between North and South in 1850?

Breaking the Congressional Logjam(Compromise of 1850)

What factors led to the acceptance of the Compromise of 1850?

Balancing the Compromise Scales
In what ways did the North benefit from the Compromise of 1850?

Explain the quote, "No single irritant of the 1850's was more consistently galling to both sides...."

Defeat and Doom for the Whigs
Evaluate the reasons for Pierce’s selection as a candidate in the election of 1852.

What divided the Whigs in the election of 1852?

What was the significance of the election of 1852 for national politics?

Expansionist Stirrings South of the Border(William Walker, Commodore Matthew C. Perry)
What attracted southerners to the lands of Central America and Cuba?
Explain the Ostend Manifesto, and what consequences it had.

The Allure of Asia(Treaty of Wanghia, Caleb Cushing, Commodore Perry)

What led to the Treaty of Wanghia? What was the effect of this?

What led to the Treaty of Kanagawa. What was the effect of this?

Pacific Railroad Promoters and the Gadsen Purchase
What was the reason for the Gadsen Purchase?
Why was it controversial?
Douglas's Kansas-Nebraska Scheme(Stephen A. Douglas)
Assess the provisions of the Kansas-Nebraska Act

In what ways did the Kansas-Nebraska Act destroy the delicate balance of the Missouri Compromise?
Why were northerners so opposed to popular sovereignty?

Congress Legislates a Civil War
Analyze the effects of the Kansas-Nebraska Act?
Analysis  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Questions 
“I am a Whig, but not an ultra Whig. If elected I would not be the mere President of a party. I would endeavor to act independent of party domination. I should feel bound to administer the government untrammeled by party schemes.”    seq NL1 \r 0 \h Zachary Taylor (1784–1850) (1848)
“Jes’ so long as he [God] wanted to use me, he would take keer of me, an’ when he didn’t want me no longer, I was ready to go. I always tole him, I’m gwine to hole stiddy on you, an’ you’ve got to see me trou’.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Harriet Tubman (1821–1913) (Comment, 1868)
“I hold that under the Constitution of the United States each state of this Union has a right to do as it pleases on the subject of slavery. In Illinois we have exercised that right by abolishing slavery.…It is none of our business whether slavery exist in Missouri. Hence I do not choose to occupy the time allotted to me in discussing a question that we have no right to act upon.”  -  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Stephen A. Douglas (1813–1861) (Lincoln-Douglas debates, 1858)
“That which you ignorantly call ‘filibustering’ is not the offspring of hasty passion or ill-regulated desire. It is the fruit of the supreme instincts that act in accord with fixed laws as old as creation.”  -  seq NL1 \r 0 \h William Walker (1824–1860) (Autobiography, 1860)
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Was the Compromise of 1850 a wise effort to balance sectional differences or a futile attempt to push the slavery issue out of sight? Could a better compromise have been met if California had not skipped the regular territorial phase?
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Why did the North so strongly resent the Fugitive Slave Law, and why did the South resent northern resistance to enforcing it?
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 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Is there a significant difference in the leadership of Old Guard senators such as Clay, Webster, and Calhoun when compared to the Young Guard of Douglas and Seward?
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 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Did the North, South, or West benefit most from the Compromise of 1850? Why?
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Why was the issue of acquiring Cuba so controversial in the 1850s? Could some of the Caribbean islands or parts of Central America have become incorporated as slave states with the United States? How would American designs for expansion into the Caribbean and Central America effect U.S. relations with Latin America? Did European turmoil in the late 1840s and early 1850s encourage American expansionist dreams?
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Would the sectional conflict have been reheated had Douglas not pushed through the Kansas-Nebraska Act? Why or why not?
7. Compare the expansionist foreign policies of Presidents Thomas Jefferson and James K. Polk.  To what extent did their policies strengthen the United States? (93)

8.    Discuss the impact of territorial expansion on national unity between 1800 and 1850.      (97)

9. To what extent did the debates about the Mexican War and its aftermath reflect the sectional interests of New Englanders, westerners, and southerners in the period from 1845 to 1855?           (05)

HISTORIC NOTES
· The California Gold Rush tempts miners from around the world to try their luck panning for gold in the Sierra Nevada Mountains.  Few hit it rich, but overnight the population of the area swells.  In less than two years California is ready for statehood.  Plans for a transcontinental railroad follow shortly, spurred by the imperative to connect the East with territories newly taken from Mexico.
· Always just under the surface, the slavery issue once again takes hold of the nation as new territories, such as California, prepare to enter the Union.  The series of acts that ultimately become the Compromise of 1850 provide concessions that both North and South can grudgingly accept, at least for another decade: a stricter fugitive slave law is instituted and California enters the Union as a free state, giving control of the Senate to the North.
· Not content with the land obtained from Mexico, southerners look to Central America and the Caribbean as possible slave states.  Central America is also seen as an ideal location for a canal connecting their Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, a project a future generation will undertake.

· The Kansas-Nebraska Act, orchestrated by Senator Stephen A. Douglas for political as well as personal reasons, further polarizes the nation.  Northerners conclude that, with popular sovereignty, there will be no limitations placed on the expansion of slavery.

· The expansion of slavery brought together seemingly disparate factions.  Disenchanted Democrats, Free-Soilers, Know-Nothings, and other groups concerned about political developments in regard to slavery expansion ultimately coalesced into a new political party.

· From the 1820s to the 1850s, the South had dominated the executive branch, either through presidents who were themselves slave-owners or supporters of the South or through “doughface” presidents – northerners with southern sympathies. 






