Chapter 19
Drifting Toward Disunion, 1854–1861
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: A series of major North-South crises in the late 1850s culminated in the election of the antislavery Republican Lincoln to the presidency in 1860. His election caused seven southern states to secede from the union and form the Confederate States of America.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

The 1850s were punctuated by successive confrontations that deepened sectional hostility until it broke out in the Civil War.

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin fanned northern antislavery feeling. In Kansas, proslavery and antislavery forces fought a bloody little preview of the Civil War. Buchanan’s support of the proslavery Lecompton Constitution alienated moderate northern Democrats like Douglas. Congressman Brooks’s beating of Senator Sumner aroused passions in both sections.

The 1856 election signaled the rise of the sectionally based Republican party. The Dred Scott case delighted the South, while northern Republicans pledged defiance. The Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858 deepened the national controversy over slavery. John Brown’s raid on Harpers Ferry made him a heroic martyr in the North but caused outraged southerners to fear a slave uprising.

The Democratic party split along sectional lines, allowing Lincoln to win the four-way 1860 election. Seven southern states quickly seceded and organized the Confederate States of America.

As southerners optimistically cast off their ties to the hated North, lame-duck President Buchanan proved unable to act. The last-minute Crittenden Compromise effort failed because of Lincoln’s opposition.

1. Uncle Tom’s Cabin
2. The Impending Crisis of the South
3. New England Emigrant Aid Company
4. John Brown
5. Beecher’s Bibles
6. Lecompton Constitution
7. John Buchanon
8. Charles Sumner
9. John Fremont
10. American Party/Know-Nothing Party
11. Dred Scott Decision
12. Panic of 1857
13. Tariff of 1857
14. Abraham Lincoln
15. Lincoln-Douglas Debate
16. Confederate States of America
17. Jefferson Davis
Chapter 19 Study Guide

Stowe and Helper:  Literary Incendiaries
What was Stowe’s goal in publishing Uncle Tom’s Cabin?

What was the impact of the novel on the North?

What was Helper’s goal in writing The Impending Crisis of the South?
What was the impact of Helper’s book?
The North-South Contest for Kansas
What went wrong with popular sovereignty in Kansas?
How did Kansas end up with two governments?
Kansas in Convulsion
What was the effect of John Brown’s actions in Kansas?

How did proslavery forces manipulate the outcome of the Kansas constitutional elections?

What was the effect of "Bleeding Kansas" on the Democratic Party?

"Bully" Brooks and His Bludgeon
What was the consequence of Brook's beating of Sumner in the North?  The South?

"Old Buck" versus "The Pathfinder"
Assess the candidates in the 1856 election.
What were the major issues in the election of 1856?
The Electoral Fruits of 1856
Interpret the results of the election of 1856.

The Dred Scott Bombshell
What were the details in the Dred Scott case?

What did the Supreme Court decide, and why?

Why was the Dred Scott decision so divisive?

The Financial Crash of 1857
What were the causes of the Crash of 1857?

How did the Panic of 1857 make Civil War more likely?

An Illinois Rail-Splitter Emerges
Describe Abraham Lincoln's background.

The Great Debate:  Lincoln versus Douglas
Contrast Lincoln and Douglas

What was at issue in the Lincoln Douglas debates?

What long term results occurred because of the Lincoln-Douglas debates?

John Brown:  Murderer or Martyr
Analyze John Brown’s plan in terms of its likelihood of success?

Why were the actions of one (crazy?) man so important in the growing conflict between North and South?

The Disruption of the Democrats
What happened when the Democratic Party attempted to choose a candidate for the presidency in 1860?

A Rail-Splitter Splits the Union
How did the Republican platform manage to appeal to a broad spectrum of people?

Why was Lincoln chosen as the Republican candidate instead of Seward?

The Electoral Upheaval of 1860
Why was Lincoln’s election unusual?

Did the South have any power in the national government after Lincoln’s election, or were they helpless?

The Secessionist Exodus
Which state led the secession? Why was this not surprising?

What did President Buchanan do when the South seceded?  Why?

The Collapse of Compromise
What was the Crittendon Compromise and why did it fail?

Farewell to Union
What advantages did southerners see in secession?  Who did they compare themselves to?

Varying Viewpoints:  The Civil War: Repressible or Irrepressible

Was the Civil War irrepressible?  Explain.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h expanding the “varying viewpoints”

· Charles and Mary Beard, The Rise of American Civilization (1927).

A view of the Civil War as an economic and social revolution:

“At bottom, the so-called Civil War…was a social war, ending in the unquestioned establishment of a new power in the government, making vast changes in the arrangement of class, in the accumulation and distribution of wealth, in the course of industrial development, and in the Constitution inherited from the Fathers.…If the series of acts by which the bourgeois and peasants of France overthrew the king, nobility, and clergy is to be called the French Revolution, then accuracy compels us to characterize by the same term the social cataclysm in which the capitalists, laborers, and farmers of the North and West drove from power in the national government the planting aristocracy of the South.…The so-called civil war was in reality a Second American Revolution, and in a strict sense, the First.”

· David M. Potter, The Impending Crisis, 1848–1861 (1976).

A view of the 1850s as a time of irreconcilable conflict between North and South over the central issue of slavery:

“Thus slavery suddenly emerged as a transcendent sectional issue in its own right, and as a catalyst of all sectional antagonisms, political, economic, and cultural.…The slavery question became the sectional question, the sectional question became the slavery question, and both became the territorial question.…From the sultry August night in 1846 when Wilmot caught the chairman’s eye, the slavery question steadily widened the sectional rift until an April dawn in 1861 when the batteries along the Charleston waterfront opened fire on Fort Sumter.…”

· Michael Holt, Forging a Majority: The Formation of the Republic Party in Pittsburgh, 1848–1860 (1969).

A view of the 1850s as a time when many issues besides slavery dominated national politics:

“Politics did not revolve around [slavery and the South] just as politics today does not revolve around communism, although most people dislike it. Instead, social, ethnic, and religious considerations often determined who voted for whom between 1848 and 1861. Divisions between native-born Americans and immigrants and between Protestants and Catholics, rather than differences of opinion about the tariff or the morality of slavery, distinguished Whigs and Republicans from Democrats.…Interpreting the rise of the Republican party in the North solely in terms of hostility to slavery or economic issues is, therefore, too simplified.”

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h questions about the “varying viewpoints”

19 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How does each of these views see the relationship between slavery and sectional feeling?

20 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What does each of these views see as the relationship between slavery and other issues in the 1850s?

21 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How would each of these historians interpret the decline of the Whigs and the rise of the Republicans in the 1850s?

Analysis  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Questions 

“As long as the baby sleeps with me nights I can’t do much of anything—but I shall do it at last. I shall write it if I live.…”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811–1896) (Letter to Calvin Stowe, 1850)
 “I John Brown am now quite certain that the crimes of this guilty land will never be purged away, but with blood. I had, as I now think, vainly flattered myself that without very much bloodshed it might be done.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h John Brown (1800–1859) (Statement before hanging, 1859)
 “I have no money to pay anybody at Washington to speak for me.…Will nobody speak for me at Washington, even without hope of other reward than the blessings of a poor black man and his family?…I can only pray that some good heart will be moved by pity to do that for me which I cannot do for myself; and that if the right is on my side it may be so declared by the high court to which I have appealed.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Dred Scott (1795–1858) (Pamphlet containing Scott’s appeal for aid, 1854)
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How did each of the major crisis events of the 1850s contribute to the advent of the Civil War?

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How could a fanatical and violent man like John Brown come to be regarded as a hero by millions of northerners?

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Why did Douglas’s “popular sovereignty” approach to the slavery question prove to be unworkable in Kansas and elsewhere?

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What did the Supreme Court decide in the Dred Scott case? Did the Court do too much in its ruling or was it within its traditional Constitutional boundaries? What effect did the decision have in the territories, in the North, and in the South?

5

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Why was sectional compromise impossible in 1860, when such compromises had previously worked in 1820 and 1850? Since Lincoln had guaranteed to protect slavery in the states where it existed, why did the seven southern states secede as soon as he was elected?
6. Assess the moral arguments and political actions of those opposed to the spread of slavery in the context of TWO of the following:                   

Missouri Compromise


Mexican War


       



Compromise of 1850


Kansas – Nebraska Act   (00)
HISTORIC NOTES
· In their attempt to take the White House, the Republicans are defeated when John Fremont loses to Democrat James Buchanan.  Nativists concerned by German and Irish Immigration organize the American, or Know-Nothing, Party, which probably take votes from the Republicans.
· In March 1857, the Supreme Court rules that Dred Scott is not a citizen because of his race.  The decision goes even further, stating that Congress has no authority to exclude slavery from any part of the nation or its territories.  The Missouri Compromise is therefore ruled unconstitutional.

· The financial crash of 1857 primarily affects the North and West.  The South is essentially unaffected because of high cotton prices.  Southerners cite this as an example of the superiority of their economic system over the North’s, which exploits the “wage slaves.”

· Abraham Lincoln returns to politics in 1858 by running against Senator Stephen A. Douglas, an Illinois Democrat.  In a series of debates, Lincoln challenges Douglas to reconcile support for popular sovereignty with the Supreme Court’s Dred Scott decision (which Douglas does in his Freeport Doctrine).  Lincoln loses the election, but not before becoming a national figure.

· Senator James Henry Crittenden offers a plan to convince Southerners to return to the Union.  It is, however, condemned by the North for giving too many concessions to the South.

· Senator Stephen A. Douglas’ repudiation of the Lecompton Constitution lost him the support of the South and whatever hope he had of becoming president.

· The sectional fury of the late 1850s is shown by the near fatal attack on Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts by Congressman Preston Brooks of South Carolina.  Sumner had given a harsh speech in which he had excoriated slave-owners in general and insulted Brook’s uncle, Senator Andrew Butler of South Carolina.  Southerners did not generally condemn Brooks’ attack.
Advanced Placement United States History Topic Outline

10. The Crisis of the Union

A. Pro- and antislavery arguments and conflicts 

B. Compromise of 1850 and popular sovereignty 

C. The Kansas-Nebraska Act and the emergence of the Republican Party 

D. Abraham Lincoln, the election of 1860, and secession 

11. Civil War

A. Two societies at war: mobilization, resources, and internal dissent 
B. Military strategies and foreign diplomacy 

C. Emancipation and the role of African Americans in the war 

D. Social, political, and economic effects of war in the North, South, and West 

12. Reconstruction

A. Presidential and Radical Reconstruction 

B. Southern state governments: aspirations, achievements, failures 

C. Role of African Americans in politics, education, and the economy 

D. Compromise of 1877 

E. Impact of Reconstruction 

13. The Origins of the New South

A. Reconfiguration of southern agriculture: sharecropping and crop lien system 

B. Expansion of manufacturing and industrialization 

C. The politics of segregation: Jim Crow and disfranchisement 












