Chapter 20
Girding for War: The North and the South, 1861–1865
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: The North effectively brought to bear its long-term advantages of industrial might and human resources to wage a devastating total war against the South. The war helped organize and modernize northern society, while the South, despite heroic efforts, was economically and socially crushed.

Theme: Lincoln’s skillful political leadership helped keep the crucial Border States in the Union and maintain northern morale, while his effective diplomacy kept Britain and France from aiding the Confederacy.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

South Carolina’s firing on Fort Sumter aroused the North for war. Lincoln’s call for troops to suppress the rebellion drove four upper South states into the Confederacy. Lincoln used an effective combination of political persuasion and force to keep the deeply divided Border States in the Union.

The Confederacy enjoyed initial advantages of upper-class European support, military leadership, and a defensive position on its own soil. The North enjoyed the advantages of lower-class European support, industrial and population resources, and political leadership.

The British upper classes sympathized with the South and abetted Confederate naval efforts. But effective diplomacy and Union military success thwarted those efforts and kept Britain as well as France neutral in the war.

Lincoln’s political leadership proved effective in mobilizing the North for war, despite political opposition and resistance to his infringement on civil liberties. The North eventually mobilized its larger troop resources for war and ultimately turned to an unpopular and unfair draft system.

Northern economic and financial strengths enabled it to gain an advantage over the less-industrialized South. The changes in society opened new opportunities for women, who had contributed significantly to the war effort in both the North and South. Since most of the war was waged on Southern soil, the South was left devastated by the war.

.

1. Fort Sumter
2. Border States
3. Lee, Jackson, & Grant
4. King Wheat & King Corn
5. Trent Affair
6. The Alabama (ship)
7. Laird Rams
8. Napoleon III
9. Jefferson Davis
10. States’ Rights
11. 1863 Federal Conscription Law
12. 1862 Confederate Conscription Law
13. Morrill Tariff Act
14. Greenbacks
15. National Banking System
16. Civil War Taxes
17. Homestead Act
18. U.S. Sanitary Commission
19. Clara Barton
20. Dorothy Dix
21. Sally Tompkins
Chapter 20 Study Guide

The Menace of Secession
What factors of geography made it unlikely that North and South could permanently separate?

What practical problems would occur if the United States became two nations?
Why would other countries have been pleased with a disunited United States?
South Carolina Assails Fort Sumter
What actions did the South take regarding federal property in southern states?

What action did Lincoln take that provoked a Confederate attack on Fort Sumter?
What was the effect of the attack on Ft. Sumter on the North? On the South?

In what respect was firing on Ft. Sumter a mistake for the Confederacy?
Brothers' Blood and Border Blood
What was the importance of the Border States to North and South?

How did the border states affect northern conduct of the war?

The Balance of Forces
Analyze the advantages and disadvantages of each side.
Dethroning King Cotton
Why might Europe’s ruling classes have supported the Confederacy?
What kept the British and French governments from supporting the South?

Why did King Cotton fail the South?

The Decisiveness of Diplomacy
What tensions arose with Great Britain during the Civil War?

Foreign Flare-Ups
What other circumstances led to serious conflict with Great Britain during the Civil War?
How did the American Civil War contribute to a united Canada?

How did the French take advantage of the American Civil War in Mexico?
President Davis Versus President Lincoln
What political difficulties did Jefferson Davis face?

How did Davis’ personal qualities contribute to his problems?

What advantages did the Union government have?

How did Lincoln’s personal qualities contribute to Union strengths?
Limitations on Wartime Liberties
Give examples of constitutionally questionable actions taken by Lincoln.  Why did he act with arbitrary power?

Volunteers and Draftees:  North and South
Was the Civil War "a rich man's war but a poor man's fight?" Explain. What was the result of this?

Compare and contrast the manpower issues in North and South
The Economic Stresses of War
How was the war financed in the North and South?

What was the effect of paper money on both North and South?

The North's Economic Boom
Explain why the Civil War led to economic boom times in the North.
What was the contribution of women to the war effort?
A Crushed Cotton Kingdom
Give evidence to prove that the war was economically devastating to the South.
Analysis  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Questions 
“The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to the stormy present.. As our case is new, so we must think anew, and act anew. We must disenthrall ourselves, and then we shall save our country.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Abraham Lincoln (1809–1865) (Message to Congress, 1862)
 “The idea of acquiring a doctor’s degree gradually assumed the aspect of a great moral struggle, and the moral fight possessed great attraction for me.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Elizabeth Blackwell (1821–1910) (Memoir, 1879)

“The paths of charity are over the roadways of ashes, and he who would tread them must be prepared to meet opposition, misconstruction, jealousy, and calumny. Let his work be that of angels, still it will not satisfy all.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Clara Barton (1821–1912) (Speech, 1887)
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How justified were Lincoln’s wartime abridgments of civil liberties and his treatment of the Copperheads?
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 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What were the advantages of the South during the Civil War? The North? What advantage proved most important to each side? Disadvantages of each side? Which disadvantage proved most troublesome to each side?
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 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
To what degree did Britain get involved in the American Civil War? Assess the importance of that degree of involvement to the North and to the South. Review key events involving the British (cotton, grain, Trent affair, Alabama, and Laird rams).
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 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How did the American Civil War reshape the Americas? What did European powers do in the Americas during the American Civil War?
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 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How was the impact of the Civil War different for the soldiers and civilians of the North and South?
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 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Did the results of the Civil War justify its cost? Does the answer to that question depend partly on whether you are a Northerner or a Southerner, black or white?
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 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What made Lincoln a great president? Was it primarily his political leadership, or his personal qualities and character?
8.  “I am not, nor ever have been, in favor of bringing about in any way the social and political equality of the white and black races.”  How can this 1858 statement of Abraham Lincoln be reconciled with his 1862 Emancipation Proclamation?    (88)
HISTORIC NOTES
· A month after taking the oath of office, Lincoln is confronted with a serious question: whether to supply Fort Sumter, a major U.S. military installation in South Carolina still in federal hands.
· MD, KY, DE, & MO, slave states that border both free and slave states, stay loyal to the government, although their citizens have divided loyalties.  They provide many troops to both sides, but probably more for the federal army than for the Confederacy.

· When the Civil War breaks out, the South’s advantages are martial spirit and excellent military leadership.  The North’s advantages are industrial might, population, and resources.

· Britain and France remain neutral despite Lincoln’s fear that both will recognize the Confederacy and even break the Union blockade.  The Emancipation Proclamation makes the war a moral crusade to eradicate slavery, an endeavor that the European powers hesitate to oppose.
· At the end of the war, the North is experiencing a boom fueled by its growing industrial sector, whereas much of the South lies in ruins.

· The North’s military strategy, the Anaconda plan, was designed to divide the Confederacy and to employ a naval blockade to cut off its ability to import and export goods.  The Union capture of Vicksburg in 1863 and other strategic points in the western military theatre separated the trans-Mississippi states from the rest of the Confederacy.  Sherman’s march to the sea divided the Confederacy yet again, and the Union blockade dramatically reduced the South’s ability to trade.

· On two separate occasions the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, commanded by General Robert E. Lee, invaded the North: at Antietam in 1862 and at Gettysburg in 1863.  Both times Lee and his army were turned back.
Advanced Placement United States History Topic Outline

10. The Crisis of the Union

A. Pro- and antislavery arguments and conflicts 

B. Compromise of 1850 and popular sovereignty 

C. The Kansas-Nebraska Act and the emergence of the Republican Party 

D. Abraham Lincoln, the election of 1860, and secession 

11. Civil War

A. Two societies at war: mobilization, resources, and internal dissent 
B. Military strategies and foreign diplomacy 

C. Emancipation and the role of African Americans in the war 

D. Social, political, and economic effects of war in the North, South, and West 

12. Reconstruction

A. Presidential and Radical Reconstruction 

B. Southern state governments: aspirations, achievements, failures 

C. Role of African Americans in politics, education, and the economy 

D. Compromise of 1877 

E. Impact of Reconstruction 

13. The Origins of the New South

A. Reconfiguration of southern agriculture: sharecropping and crop lien system 

B. Expansion of manufacturing and industrialization 

C. The politics of segregation: Jim Crow and disfranchisement 

